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1.  Reference:  AR  1-26,  dated  4  November  1966,  Subject:  Senior  Officer 
Debriefing  Report  (U)  ''' 

2«  Transmitted  herewith  is  the  report  of  MG  John  J,  Hennessey,  subject 
as  above. 

3.  This  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate  benefits  are  realized 
from  the  experiences  of  the  author.  The  report  should  be  reviewed  in 
accordance  with  paragraphs  3  and  5,  A.R  1-26;  however,  it  should  not  be 
Interpreted  as  the  official  view  of  the  Department  of  the  Army,  or  of 
any  agency  of  the  Department  of  the  Army. 

4.  Information  of  actions  initiated  under  provisions  of  AR  1-26,  as  a 
result  of  subject  report,  should  be  provided  to  the  Assistant  Chief  of 
Staff  for  Force  Development,  ATTN:  FOR  OT  UT  within  90  days  of  receipt 
of  covering  letter. 
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The  Classified  or  limited  status  of  this  report  applies 
to  each  page,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  page  printouts  MUST  be  marked  accordingly. 


THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 
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SUBJECT:  Senior  Officer's  Debriefing  Report 

b.  Security  of  the  population  and  Vietnamixation  were  the  two  basic 
considerations  which  influenced  the  operations  and  allocation  of  resources 
of  the  lOlst  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile)  during  the  past  eight  months. 
During  that  period,  we  maintained  the  closest  possible  liaison  with  the 
Ist  Infantry  Division  (ARVN)  and  Thua  Thien  Province  to  be  certain  that 
our  operations  and  activities  were  not  only  conducted  in  coordination  and 
cooperation  with  ARVN  and  territorial  forces,  but  that  they  also  contri¬ 
buted  directly  to  the  security  of  the  province  and  its  economic,  rural  and/ 
or  civic  development.  The  Commanding  General  of  the  let  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion  (ARVN)  and  I  met  frequently.  We  conducted  joint  tours  of  the  divi¬ 
sion  area  of  operations  weekly  to  insure  that  our  plans  and  resources  were 
mutually  supporting.  My  brigade  and  battalion  commanders  worked  very 
closely  with  the  ARVN  regimental  and  battalion  commanders,  the  pro>  >'  e 
and  district  chiefs,  and  the  territorial  forces  commanders  to  improve  and 
augment  the  efforts  of  the  GVN.  We  maintained  liaison  teams  at  the  1st 
infantry  Division  (ARVN)  and  Thua  Thjcn  Province  ac  well  as  at  each  reg¬ 
imental  and  district  headquarters.  All  these  measures  provided  a  rapid 
exchange  of  intelligence,  close  coordination  of  operations  and  prompt  US 
and  ARVN  reactions  to  enemy  activity. 

c.  The  Ist  Infantry  Division  (ARVN)  is  a  professional  and  competent 
fighting  force.  Although  there  was  Improvement  in  the  performance  of 
the  Regional  and  Popular  Forces,  more  is  needed.  Twenty-two  mobile 
training  teams  were  deployed  by  the  lOlst  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile) 
to  assist  district  staffs  in  improving  training  and  operational  effective¬ 
ness  of  these  forces  during  the  summer  months.  Beginning  in  late  Au¬ 
gust,  these  teams  were  replaced  by  MACV  Mobile  Acvisory  Teams. 

Since  these  MACV  teams  are  to  be  phased  out  eventually,  I  am  concerned 
about  further  upgrading  of  territorial  forces.  The  ’^copies  Self  Defense 
Force  (PSDF)  requires  a  great  amount  of  upgrading.  Although  duty  with 
the  PSDF  represents  a  positive  commitment  by  the  people  to  their  gov¬ 
ernment,  the  contribution  of  these  units  to  the  security  of  the  hamlets 

and  villages  is  minimal  in  many  areas.  As  another  step  toward  total  Viet- 
namization,  I  recommend  strongly  that  ARVN  mobile  training  teams  be 
developed  to  work  with  the  Regional  and  Popular  Forces  as  well  as  with 
the  PSDF.  I  believe  a  desirable  innovation  toward  this  end  could  be  the 
addition  of  an  "Assistant  Division  Commander  for  Territorial  Forces"  to 
each  ARVN  division  to  monitor  and  work  with  province  officials  on  all 
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SUBJECT:  Senior  Officer  Debriefing  R^rt  -  MO  John  J.  Hecnessey 


Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Porce  Oeveloproent 
Department  of  the  Anny 
Washington  D.C.  20310 


1  •  Inclosed  are  three  copies  of  the  Senior  Officer  Debriefing  Report 
prepared  by  MG  John  J.  Hennessey.  The  report  covers  the  period  May  1970 
throu^  January  1971,  during  which  tine  KG  Hennessey  serv^  as  Ccmnanding 
General,  101  at  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile). 

2.  MG  Hennessey  is  reconraendad  as  a  guest  speaker  at  appropriate  service 
schools  and  joint  colleges. 
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AVDG-CG  15  January  1971 


SUBJECT;  Senior  Officer's  DebrleSng  Report 


Commanding  General 
United  States  Army,  Vietnam 


ATTN:  AVHCC-DST 
APO  96375 


1.  (U)  Reference;  USARV  Regulation  1-3,  1  June  1968,  subject: 

Senior  Officer's  Debriefing  Report, 

2.  (C)  GENERAL; 

a.  The  nature  of  the  war  changed  significantly  during  the  eight 
months  I  commanded  the  lOlst  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile),  Accord¬ 
ingly,  priorities  of  effort,  allocations  of  resources,  and  areas  of  com¬ 
mand  emphasis  had  to  be  varied.  Since  the  intensive  combat  in  the 
Ripcord/O'Reilly  areas  in  July  and  August,  enemy  activity  has  been 
characterized  by  occasional  meeting  engagements  and  Infrequent,  small 
Scale  stand-off  attacks.  As  the  intensity  of  combat  has  decreased,  1 
have  directed  more  time  and  energy  to  problems  of  morale  and  disci¬ 
pline,  administration,  maintenance  and  supply.  The  division  has  per¬ 
formed  its  combat  missions  in  an  outstanding  manner;  it  has  performed 
its  administrative  and  logistics  functions  well.  Support  provided  to  the 
division  by  non-divisional  artillery,  engineer,  signal  and  logistical  ele¬ 
ments  was  outstanding.  The  accomplishments  of  the  division  and  the 
problems  encountered  during  my  tenure  as  Commanding  General  are 
summarized  in  the  paragraphs  which  follow. 

FOK  OT  ITT  OOWNCBAOED  AT  3  TtAR  IHT1RVA15; 
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matters  pertaining  to  territorial  forcea.  This  may  help  to  develop  a 
one- Army  concept  in  South  Vietnam. 

3.  (C)  INTELUGENGE: 

a.  The  lOlst  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile)  primarily  fought  NVA 
regular  units  which  operated  in  the  canopied  western  regions  of  North¬ 
ern  Military  Region  1.  Since  the  end  of  his  summer  campaign,  the  enemy 
has  sought  to  establish  base  areas  as  close  as  possible  to  the  coastal  low¬ 
lands  in  order  to  infiltrate  NVA  troops  to  augment  the  dwindling  VC  local 
force  units  operating  against  the  population.  During  this  period,  enemy 
offensive  operations  have  ranged  from  small  size  units  conducting  limited 
ground  and  sapper  attacks  to  major  offensive  efforts  by  multi- regimental 
size  forces. 

b.  To  provide  timely  information  concerning  the  enemy's  capabilities, 
activities,  and  plana,  every  source  of  intelligence  available  to  the  division 
was  employed.  Special  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  use  of  sensors  to  en¬ 
hance  security  of  critical  installations,  to  acquire  targets,  and  to  obtain 
indicators  of  enemy  activity  throughout  the  division  area  of  operations.  A 
detailed  evaluation  was  conducted  of  our  sensor  program  to  insure  that  max¬ 
imum  benefit  was  being  derived  from  sensor  operations.  Sensor  employment 
techniques  were  evolved  from  experience  gained  within  the  division,  from 
lessons  learned  throughout  Vietnam,  and  from  techniques  developed  in  Pro¬ 
ject  MASSTER.  Sensor  activations  have  been  used  to  pin-point  areas  for 
visual  reconnaissance  and  often  assisted  us  in  targeting  airstrikes,  and 
deploying  ranger  teams  and  other  ground  units.  In  the  brigade  areas  of 
operation,  monitoring  was  provided  by  teams  on  permanent  fire  bases  and 

by  teams  operating  with  maneuver  companies  on  key  terrain.  Extensive 
efforts  with  sensors  by  the  2d  Squadron  (Airmobile),  17th  Cavalry,  the 
division's  organic  air  cavalry  squadron,  in  coordination  with  the  ACofS, 

G2,  provided  a  major  source  of  intelligence  in  the  division  reconnaissance 
zone.  Activations  in  this  area  were  relayed  by  an  Air  Force  aircraft 
orbiting  over  the  western  portion  of  Quang  Tri  Province  during  20  hours 
of  each  day.  The  lack  of  coverage,  during  the  period  1200-1600  hours,  a 
normal  time  for  increased  enemy  activity,  left  us  with  a  void  in  our  sensor 
effort.  Coverage  in  the  reconnaissance  zone  should  be  continuous  if  the 
division  is  to  monitor  and  react  to  enemy  movement  in  a  timely  manner. 
Sensor  intelligence,  integrated  with  other  intelligence  means  and  reacted 
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to  with  aggreitlvenets,  provides  a  significant  contribution  to  mission 
accomplishment, 

c.  Special  Intelligence  (SI)  has  proved  to  be  such  an  essential  source 
of  information,  that  I  feel  that  infantry  battalion  comntanders  and  the 

all'  cavalry  squadron  commander  should  be  cleared  for  These  com¬ 

manders  should  be  afforded  access  to  all  available  information  regarding 
the  enemy  situation,  I  do  not  believe  the  risk  is  such  that  battalion  com¬ 
manders  should  be  denied  access  to  Special  Intelligence. 

d.  Although  Special  Intelligence  was  probably  the  moat  timely  and 
dependable  source  of  intellipence  available,  1  was  disappointed  with  some 
facets  of  the  effort.  1  have  prepared  a  supplement  to  this  report  cover 
these  considerations  which  will  be  submitted  through  SI  channels. 

e.  During  my  tenure,  we  provided  continuous  avi<  tion  support,  at 
considerable  risk,  to  CCN  ojierations,  but  I  was  disappointed  with  the 
amount  of  hard  intelligence  vhich  we  received  in  return.  I  feel  certain, 
however,  that  their  efforts  did  contribute  significantly  to  gaining  an  over¬ 
all  appreciation  of  their  assigned  areas  of  operation. 

4.  tO  COMBAT  OPERATIONS: 

a.  During  the  spring  and  summer  months,  the  101st  Airborne  Divi¬ 
sion  (.Airmobile)  and  the  Ist  Infant'y  Division  (ARVN)  increased  the  tempo 
of  operations  against  enemy  forces  and  base  areas  which  had  been  estab¬ 
lished  during  the  1969-  1970  northeast  monsoon.  The  air  cavalry  squadron, 
with  its  attached  ranger  company,  was  employed  to  maintain  continuing 
air  and  ground  reconnaissance  in  the  areas  adjacent  to  the  Laotian  border 
and  along  known  or  suspected  routes  of  infiltration.  By  placing  the  squad¬ 
ron  in  a  general  support  role,  we  retained  tiie  flexibility  to  mass  all  its 
air  and  ground  assets  for  employment  as  an  effective  quick  reaction  force 
anywhere  in  the  division  area  of  operation.  Hard  intelligence  was  reacted 
to  with  limited  objective,  com.bined,  airmobile  operations  and/or  massive 
artillery  fires,  tactical  air  strikes,  and  chemical  munitions  drops  (flame 
operations  and  persistent  riot  control  agents),  Ihese  were  followed  by 
air  or  ground  visual  assessments  whenever  possible.  Concurrently,  US 
and  GVN  forces  conducted  extensive  combined  patrols  and  ambushes  along 
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SUBJECT:  Senior  Officer's  Debriefing  Report 

the  periphery  of  the  lowlands  to  provide  a  protective  shield  for  the 
continued  success  of  the  pacification  and  development  effort. 

b.  In  preparing  for  the  northeast  monsoon,  my  chief  concern  was 
the  selection  of  forward  fire  bases  which  could  be  resupplied  and  re¬ 
inforced  by  road.  Fire  bases  not  meeting  these  criteria  were  closed 
during  the  months  of  September  and  October,  with  one  exception  -  we 
kept  Fire  Base  Brick  open  because  we  could  resupply  it  by  air  95%  of 
the  time.  Units  of  the  lOlat  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile)  and  the  Ist 
Infantry  Division  (ARVN)  now  occupy  fire  bases  located  in  the  western 
piedmont  and  eastern  portion  of  the  canopied  mountain  areas, 

c.  Organic  aviation  assets  continued  to  contribute  significantly  to 
the  conduct  of  operations.  During  the  past  eight  months,  25  percent  of 
the  flight  hours  of  the  lOlat  Aviation  Group  (Combat)  (Airmobile)  were 
used  to  support  non-divisional  units,  with  the  majority  of  this  being 
tactical  support.  When  the  lOlat  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile)  is  even¬ 
tually  redeployed,  aviation  asaets  will  have  to  be  provided  to  the  ARVN 
and  GVN  forces  operating  in  Northern  Military  Region  1,  Since  CH-54 
(Crane)  assets  may  not  be  available,  a  tailored  aviation  force  including 
an  assault  support  helicopter  battalion  (equipped  with  the  CH»47C  model) 
is  required. 

d.  Considering  the  many  items  of  equipment  developed  for  and 
evaluated  by  the  Army  in  Vietnam,  I  believe  the  UH-IM  Forward  Looking 
Infra  Red  (FUR)  System  (ENSURE  78)  to  be  extremely  valuable.  Oper¬ 
ationally,  we  have  employed  the  FUR  to  conduct  first  and  last  light  checks 
of  fire  bases  and  fixed  installations,  day  and  night  armed  reconnaissance 
missions,  and  day  and  night  missions  to  interdict  roads  and  infiltration 
routes,  all  with  considerable  success.  However,  we  have  experienced 
serious  problems  in  keeping  the  systems  operationally  ready.  The  system 
has  great  potential  which  is  not  being  exploited  fully  because  of  inadequate 
maintenance  and  lack  of  repair  parts. 

5.  (U)  PERSONNEL  AND  ADMINISTRATION: 

a.  Morale  and  Welfare.  Maintaining  high  morale  and  providing  for 
the  welfare  of  our  troopers  has  been  a  particular  challenge  to  me.  Drug 
abuse,  race  relatione,  and  discipline  are  three  related  areas  which  have 
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received  my  close  personal  attention.  Emphasis  on  strong,  ihoughtfvil 
leadership  throughout  the  division  and  the  introduction  of  several  pro¬ 
grams  to  speed  communications  between  the  highest  and  lowest  echelons 
li.ive  kept  serious  incidents  at  a  low  level  and  have  enabled  me  to  .intic- 
ipaie  )>rol>lcms.  The  major  etforts  in  these  fields  are  discussed  below; 

(1)  The  ready  availability  of  drugs  in  this  area  has  made  drug  abuse 
a  serious  problem  in  the  division.  We  have  made  some  progress  in  this 
area  but  there  is  much  still  to  be  done.  I  have  a-iproached  the  control  of 
the  problem  from  three  direction3--through  confiscation,  drug  education, 
an  .  an  amnesty  program. 

(a)  Confiscation,  Freciucnt  inspections  in  all  units  and  sea  relics  of 
vehicles,  troops  and  Viot;iarne.se  workers  entering  the  base  camps  havi 
limitefi  the  drug  sup,/iy  on  fixed  installations.  Additionally,  the  Division 
I-’rovost  Marshal  has  worked  closely  with  Vietnamese  officials  in  a  corn¬ 
ed  effort  to  eliminate,  sources  of  drugs.  Confiscation  efforts  have  been 
continuous  and  encrg..*ic, 

(h)  Drug  Education.  My  aopr  ch  has  been  very  simple,  V/c  tell  the 
trooper  tliat  drug  use  and  posses.'  .1  is  illegal;  we  give  him  all  the  facts 
cn  drugs  '.‘nd  drug'  i'  ar.J  we  tsl)  him,  clijcctivcly ,  of  the 

diur.gcrs  involved  in  using  drugs.  Every  trooper  ;omir.:>,  into  the  division 
(E5  and  below)  rccoivo.s  a  one-hour  class  on  drug  abuse  at  tlie  repl.acement 
training  school.  The  drug  education  team  that  presents  this  class  was 
hand-picked,  and  received  extensive  training  by  tlu'  Division  f^sychiatrist. 
i  he  team  also  presents  classes  to  unite  during  their  periodic  refresher 
training  and  frcguently  t(<  other  units  upon  request.  A  mobile  training 
team,  composed  of  rep  resentatrves  of  the  Provost  Marshal,  the  Adjutant 
General  and  the  Staff  Judge  Advocate  conducts  classes  for  leaders  m  all 
units  (E5'3  and  above).  Jhi.s  instruction  includes  search  and  confiscation 
procedures,  physical  characteristics  of  drugs,  the  effects  of  drugs  on  the 
individual  and  the  judicial  and  administrative  tmjilications  of  drug  abuse. 
This  team  is  available  to  all  units  upon  request.  We  take  the  dual  approach 
to  ES's  because  of  their  iiniquu  position  both  as  aneinbers  of  the  peer  group 
and  junior  leaders.  Several  excellent  movies  on  drug  abuse  have  been 
obtained,  and  these  are  sent  through  the  division's  entire  film  circuit,  nor¬ 
mally  as  a  short  subject  prior  to  the  main  movie.  Posters  on  drug  abuse 
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have  also  been  ordered  and  distributed  throughout  the  division.  A  drug 
"hot  line"  has  been  set  up  in  the  Office  of  the  Division  Psychiatrist  and 
is  manned  around  the  clock.  Any  trooper  who  has  access  to  a  telephone 
can  receive  answers  to  his  questions  about  drugs,  drug  abuse  and  the 
drug  amnesty  program.  The  division  Leadership  Council  has  been  re¬ 
designated  the  Human  Relations/Drug  Control  Council  and  the  subjects 
of  drug  abuse  and  drug  control  receive  roughly  half  of  the  council's  atten¬ 
tion.  Through  their  representatives  on  the  council,  major  subordinate 
commanders  stay  abreast  of  the  drug  situation  and  are  alerted  to  all 
possible  means  of  rcducinp  drug  abuse.  Similar  councils  have  been 
established  at  each  cc'nelou,  to  batUlion  and  separate  company  level. 

(c)  Drug  Amnesty  Program.  I  have  great  hopes  for  this  program,  but 
it  is  too  early  now  to  evaluate  its  effectiveness.  Under  the  amnesty  pro¬ 
gram,  the  drug  user,  providing  he  is  not  under  investigation,  under  the 
ijUluence  of  druge,  and  does  not  have  disciplinary  action  pending  for  drug 
use  or  possession,  can  turn  himself  in,  to  a  chaplain,  a  surgeon,  a  leader 
in  his  unit,  or  a  member  of  a  battalion  drug  team,  without  fear  of  disci¬ 
plinary  action.  He  is  then  sent  to  the  Division  Psychiatrist,  who  provides 
medical  iroalment,  including  hospitalization,  if  necessary.  He  is  coun¬ 
seled  by  the  psychiatrist  and  then  turned  over  to  his  battalion  drug  team 
for  their  counselling  program.  The  battalion  teams  consist  of  two  young 
soldiers  who  have  been  chosen  for  their  maturity,  intelligence  and  ability 
to  deal  with  people.  Tne  teams  arc  trained  by  the  psychiatrist  in  drug 
abuse  and  counselling  techniques.  When  a  man  is  received  into  their 
counueliing  program,  they  monitor  his  rehabilitation,  meeting  with  him 
often,  and  in  general,  providing  much-needed  moral  support  and  encour¬ 
agement.  I  recognize  that  there  is  little  that  can  be  done  for  the  hard  drug 
addict  or  the  long-time  drug  user,  considering  the  very  limited  facilities 
we  have,  r'or  the  exoeiimenter  or  the  soldier  who  began  using  drugs  in 
Vietnam,  the  amnesty  program  may  help, 

(2)  Racial  Relations,  There  have  been  no  serious  racial  incidents 
in  the  division  during  my  tour  as  Commanding  General,  I  attribute  this 
primarily  to  the  sen:  itc.  ity  shown  by  my  commanders  at  every  level  in 
the  possible  consequence  of  any  but  the  fairest  of  treatment  for  all  sol¬ 
diers  in  their  units.  These  commander#  have  been  quick  to  discover 
and  eliminate  situatiouu  which  could  have  led  to  disorder  and  violence. 
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Troubleinakera  have  been  identified  and  separated,  and  appropriate  dis¬ 
ciplinary  action  has  been  taken  swiftly,  when  needed.  The  keys  to  har¬ 
monious  relations  between  the  races  are  just  and  impartial  treatment  for 
all,  a  constant  vigil,  and  open  communications.  Human  Relations/Drug 
Abuse  Council  members  are  encouraged  to  communicate  their  observations, 
feelings  and  suggestions  on  racial  relations  withi.i  their  units.  These  dis¬ 
cussions  arc  of  great  value  in  assisting  commanders  to  identify  their  prob¬ 
lems. 

(3)  Discipline.  I  have  insisted  upon  the  highest  state  of  discipline  in 
thm  division.  By  constant  command  attention  to  personal  appearance, 
milituiy  courtesy,  ethical  conduct  and,  above  all,  professionalism,  the 
men  of  the  101  st  are  accustomed  to  a  high  state  of  discipline  and  they  would 
not  have  it  any  other  way.  Again,  1  have  emphasized  the  need  for  reasem'  1 
just  treatment  for  our  troopers  and  have  not  tolerated  those  leaders  who 
(Quid  not  provide  it.  Punishment,  when  required,  has  been  Swift  and  appro- 
,  is  to,  and  individuals  and  units  meriting  rewards  have  .'eceived  them.  As 
a  result,  crimes  against  persons  and  property  in  the  division  have  remained 
well  below  the  average  rate;  our  incident  rate  is  the  lowest  in  country.  I 
see  no  acceptable  substitute  for  a  consistent  demand  for  high  standards, 
based  upon  a  carefully  supervised  system  of  rewards  and  punishments, 

b.  Personnel  Management,  The  effect  of  the  withdrawal  of  US  forces 
'rom  Vietnam,  the  curtailment  of  foreign  service  tours  for  the  lower 
enlisted  grades,  and  significant  MOS  shortages  have  made  necessary  the 
most  stringent  personnel  controls.  Despite  the  close  attention  given  to 
inanagenient  of  personnel  resources,  some  problems  have  arisen  which 
deserve  comment, 

(1)  Noncommissioned  Officers.  Continuing  shortages  of  experienced 
NCOS  and  senior  technical  specialists  throughout  the  division,  particularly 
:n  the  enlisted  grades  E6,  E7,  and  E8,  left  a  serious  leadership  gap  in 
the  middle  management  and  technical  supervisory  level.  Further  com¬ 
pounding  these  shortages  was  the  large  number  of  enlisted  men  in  these 
t  rades  with  physical  limitations.  In  the  combat  and  combat  support  series 
MOSCs,  the  division  normally  operated  between  60  and  75  percent  of  auth¬ 
or) /.ed  strength.  This  resulted  in  the  assignment  of  inexperienced  junior 
grade  enlisted  men  to  leadership  positions  authorized  personnel  one  or 
iwo  grades  higher.  This  lack  of  experienced  leadership  in  a  combat 
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environment  hampered  the  capability  of  nnany  squada  and  platoons  to 
operate  effectively.  The  loss  of  expertise  and  technical  experience 
in  the  combat  service  support  series  MOSCs  could  not  be  compen¬ 
sated  for  by  substitution  of  the  lower  grade  enlisted  man.  The  divi¬ 
sion  consistently  operated  at  65-75  percent  of  authorized  strength 
in  the  middle  enlisted  supervisory  positions.  The  impact  of  this 
shortage  was  felt  in  every  field  from  food  service  to  maintenance. 

The  shortage  of  aircraft  maintenance  supervisors  and  technical  in¬ 
spection  personnel  was  especially  critical.  There  was  little  flexi- 
biUty  within  the  division  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  middle  level 
t  listed  specialists  in  the  aviation  field. 

(2)  Physical  Profiles.  The  assignment  and  utilization  of  person¬ 
nel  with  physical  profile  limitations,  in  particular  senior  NCOs  with 
combat  MOSCs,  has  posed  problems.  These  personnel  are  often 
assigned  to  the  division  for  duty  in  combat  MOSCs  when  it  is  obvious 
that  they  are  incapable  of  performing  combat  type  duties.  Many  of 
these  personnel  have  no  secondary  MOSC.  Their  inability  to  perform 
satisfactorily  in  their  primary  MOSC  has  a  demoralizing  effect  on  the 
individual  and  his  associates,  and  hampers  our  efforts  to  maintain  an 
effective  enlisted  force  in  the  field.  The  assignment  of  these  person¬ 
nel  to  the  division  contributed  significantly  to  our  senior  NCO  shortages 
in  the  combat  MOSCs.  While  there  are  a  limited  number  of  duty  posi¬ 
tions  associated  with  the  housekeeping  functions  within  the  division, 
there  are  more  than  enough  profile  personnel  generated  within  the  divi¬ 
sion  to  keep  these  positions  filled.  Early  identification  and  reclassifi¬ 
cation  of  replacement  personnel  with  physical  proQle  limitations,  either 
in  CONUS  or  at  the  two  replacement  battalions  in  country,  should  lead 
to  their  assignment  to  a  combat  service  support  unit.  A  combat  unit 
should  not  be  burdened  with  administrative  processing,  retraining  and 
attempting  to  utilize  these  personnel. 

(3)  In-country  Transfers,  Beginning  in  early  September  1970  and 
continuing  through  the  middle  of  December  1970,  the  division  received 
approximately  3400  enlisted  personnel  from  other  combat  units  in 
country.  The  average  retainability  for  these  replacement  personnel 
was  slightly  over  five  months;  however,  many  had  only  60  to  90  days 
remaining  on  their  tour.  While  the  bulk  of  the  personnel  proved  to  be 
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valuable  d»art«  to  the  dlvlalon,  dome  with  tv/o  to  five  inorlha  remaining, 
parlit-ularly  In  the  lower  gradea,  were  not  motivated  for  continued  aerv- 
lie  in  Vietnam,  They  felt  they  had  done  their  job  and  often  avoided  giving 
their  full  support  to  this  unit's  iniislon.  Reasaigttment  to  another  unit 
which  was  operating  lii  a  different  area  waa  a  traumatic  experience  for 
most,  reaulting  primarily  from  the  loaa  of  frlcnda,  leaders  in  whom 
t  onfidrnce  had  been  gained,  and  the  normal  anxletlea  associated  wdth 
iolntng  a  new  unit  with  different  policies  and  operating  procedures.  In- 
<1  lu  1  r  ina  tion  into  the  1  0  1  at  was  made  on  a  <are  fully  planned,  g  radual 
basis.  'Ihe  process  was  begun  upon  arrival  of  the  indicdduals  at  the 
diviiiiun  Replacement  Detachment  and  continued  into  his  new  unit.  The 
approach  that  proved  moat  successful  was  first  to  recognize  the  fine 
rei.ord  and  accomplishments  of  the  soldier's  former  unit  of  assignment. 
This  was  followed  by  a  presentation  of  the  history  of  the  division,  ex- 
piji  rf:  to  .Scriaming  Eagle  unit  esprit,  expressing  a  sincere  interest 
in  the  Individual's  personal  needs,  and  demonetra ting  through  profes- 
filonal,  positive  leadership  that  he  had  joined  a  unit  as  good  or  belter 
than  the  unit  he  departed.  In  contrast,  replacements  received  directly 
from  CONUS  are  more  easily  motivated,  identify  with  the  new  unit 
fjuiikly,  hive  developed  fewer  undesirable  habits,  approach  their  dcttes 
with  a  fresh  spirit,  and  provide  far  greater  stability  and  continuity. 

The  withdrawal  of  American  soldiers  from  Vietnam  is  a  reality  and  each 
soldier  senses  that  he  may  be  the  last  American  casualty  on  the  battle¬ 
field.  livery  commander  must  recognize  that  there  is  an  increasing  de¬ 
mand  for  a  continuous  and  highly  motivating  Indoctrination,  followed  with 
a  closely  supervised  command  information  program, 

c,  R  eenllatment.  After  enjoying  a  highly  successful  reenlistment 
program  during  the  first  six  months  of  CY  70,  our  efforts  began  to 
falter  as  a  result  of  the  revised  reenllstment  program.  Two  major 
revisions  were  made: 

(I)  Objectives  were  calculated  on  one  percent  of  the  unit's  operating 
strength  rather  than  one-half  percent. 

(?)  Personnel  in  Army  Career  Groups  11,  12,  and  13  were  prohibited 
from  reenllstlng  for  other  army  career  groups.  The  Increase  In  the 
monthly  reenllstment  objective  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  more  attractive 
options  for  Ihe  Infantryman  caused  Interest  In  the  program  to  lag.  la 
Oc  tober  we  reassessed  the  entire  reenllstment  program.  Renewed 
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emphasis  was  placed  on  the  active  participation  of  all  officers  and  non¬ 
commissioned  officers  in  the  division  reenlistment  program.  In  Novem¬ 
ber,  s  total  of  132  troopers  were  reenlisted,  achieving  69  percent  of 
our  objective.  In  December,  150  men  were  reenlisted,  for  77  percent 
of  the  objective.  Solid  command  emphasis  at  all  levels  became  the  single 
most  important  aspect  of  our  program.  The  division  has  accepted  the 
challenge  of  a  volunteer  force  in  the  coming  years. 

d.  Finance.  Communications  with  the  US  Army  Finance  Center  con¬ 
cerning  non-receipt  of  dependent  support  allotment  checks  require  im¬ 
provement.  Since  replies  to  message  inquiries  concerning  non-receipt 
of  allotment  checks  are  normally  not  very  timely,  the  division  has  made 
maximum  utilir.ation  of  the  telephonic  inquiry  system  established  by  the 
USARV  Comptroller  with  the  Finance  Center.  Current  policy  limits 
telephonic  inquiries  to  allotment  checks  that  are  at  least  45  days  over¬ 
due.  Although  I  recognize  the  magnitude  of  the  workload  of  the  Finance 
Center,  1  feel  a  policy  which  permits  dependent  financial  support  to  be 

45  days  or  more  late,  before  a  direct  telephonic  inquiry  may  be  sub¬ 
mitted,  fails  to  provide  the  service  member  and  his  dependents  with  the 
responsive  and  vital  finance  service  to  which  they  are  entitled.  To  off¬ 
set  this  problem,  the  division  has  utilized,  whenever  possible,  the 
Class  "L"  allotment  issued  by  the  Division  Finance  Office.  Utilization 
of  the  Class  "L"  allotment  has  provided  prompt,  flexible,  and  reliable 
response  to  trooper  pay  change  requests  or  inquiries.  Such  effective 
response  is  not  possible  under  the  Class  "E"  allotment  system. 

e.  Sa  >ty.  I  have  been  pleased,  particularly  during  the  last  four 
months,  with  the  success  we  have  experienced  in  the  prevention  of  acci¬ 
dents.  Our  aviation  and  ground  safety  programs  have  resulted  in  a 
gratifying  reduction  of  non-battle  casualties.  This  reduction  was  accom¬ 
plished  primarily  as  a  direct  result  of  the  heavy  emphasis  placed  on 
safety  at  all  echelons  of  command,  particularly  at  fire  bases  and  base 
camps  ,  Specifically,  the  success  of  the  safety  program  is  attributed 

to  recurring  detailed  fire  base/perimeter  defense  inspections,  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  safety  mobile  training  team  at  our  replacement  training 
center,  a  special  accident  analysis  safety  briefing  for  brigade  and  bat¬ 
talion  commanders,  appointment  of  brigade  and  battalion  executive  of¬ 
ficers  as  safety  officers,  vitaliz  i  i  of  the  division  safety  council,  and 
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the  monitoring  of  individual  unit  safety  training  classes.  These  activities 
have  resulted  in  an  effective  and  comprehensive  accident  prevention  pro¬ 
gram. 

6.  (U)  IXIGISTICS;  Continuous  logistic  support  has  been  provided  not 
only  to  division  units  but  also  to  non-divisional  and  other  free  world 
forces.  The  back-up  support  provided  by  the  26th  General  Support  Group, 
the  USA  Support  Command,  Da  Nang,  and  by  USARV  has  been  outstanding. 
Ihis  back-up  support  system  assisted  greatly  in  improving  the  logistics 
readiness  posture  of  the  division,  particularly  for  the  monsoon  campaign. 
Oespito  the  progressive  curtailment  of  resources  available  to  the  divi¬ 
sion,  at  no  time  was  there  an  overall  degradation  of  the  support  provided 
the  trooper  in  the  field.  No  tactical  operation  was  curtailed,  cancelb  ' 

or  postponed  through  a  lack  of  logistic  support.  The  division  maintained 
very  low  equipment  deadline  rates.  The  Screaming  Eagle  Logistic  Of- 
icnbive  pSELO)  was  initiated  with  the  objectives  of  intensifying  our  con¬ 
servation  of  resources  program  and  implementing  procedures  to  stream¬ 
line  the  division  through  the  elimination  of  excess  and  unneeded  supplies 
and  equipment.  In  the  conservation  of  resources  program,  we  revitalized 
our  efrurln  to  reduce  flying  hour s,  to  enforce  strict  centrn’  of  construction 
materials  and  projects,  and  to  develop  an  effective  POL  management  sys¬ 
tem.  Among  the  programs  initiated  to  eliminate  excess  and  unneeded 
supplies  and  equipment  were:  periodic  review  to  insure  that  items  on  the 
ASL  were  demand  supported;  quarterly  MTOfeE  reviews  to  eliminate  or 
reduce  non-mission  essential  equipment;  and  liberalization  and  simplifi¬ 
cation  of  turn-in  procedures.  For  example,  free  turn-ins  were  conducted 
at  least  quarterly.  The  division's  continuous  effort  to  streamline  itself 
for  future  redeployment  has  led  to  an  average  monthly  retrograde  of 
$7,  OCO,  000  worth  of  material,  both  serviceable  and  unserviceable,  since 
September  1970. 

7.  (U)  Cl VI L  A FFAIRS;  The  division  has  oriented  its  principal  civil 
af.airs  and  civic  action  activities  to  support  the  pacification  and  develop¬ 
ment  programs  of  the  Government  of  Vietnam,  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  improve  the  image  of  the  GVN  by  funneling  our  contributions 
through  local  channels  and  emphasizing  the  role  of  local  officials  at 
-•very  opportunity.  At  the  same  time,  continuing  emphasis  has  been 
placed  upon  getting  local  military  forces,  and  especially  the  Ist  Infantry 
Division  (ARVN),  to  play  a  larger  role  in  civil  affairs  and  civic  action 
'programs.  The  ultimate  objective  Is  the  eventual  assumption  of  com- 

'te  res  lonsibility  by  GVN  forces  for  these  critical  programs.  In 
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order  to  achieve  this  goal,  my  staff  has  worked  very  closely  with  the 
staffs  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  (ARVN)  and  of  Thua  Thien  Prjvince, 
offering  them  advice  and  assistance  and  some  supplies,  but  only  when 
absolutely  necessary, 

8.  (U)  OTHER  PROBLEM  AREAS; 

a.  Visitors.  The  constant  stream  of  visitors  from  outside  the 
chain-of-command  h:.a,  on  a  number  of  occasions,  resulted  in  signifi¬ 
cant  disruption  of  my  own  schedule  and  in  requirements  for  mv  staff 
to  defer  more  critical  actions.  Often,  these  visits  were  not  scheduled 
in  coordination  with  other  division  activities,  but  were  arranged  at  the 
convenience  of  the  visitors.  Additionally,  the  sizes  of  the  visiting  par¬ 
ties,  together  with  their  various  escorts,  are  often  such  that  an  exces¬ 
sive  administrative  burden  is  imposed  on  the  division,  particularly  in 
the  areas  of  transportation  and  billeting. 

b.  Press  Relations,  There  has  been  no  consistent  press  coverage 
of  the  101st  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile)  during  the  past  year.  Rather, 
correspondents  have  elected  to  write  about  the  division  only  during  times 
of  intensive  combat  or  when  they  sensed  controversial  or  sensational 
situations  in  the  division  area  of  operation.  There  was  no  apparent  de¬ 
sire  to  tell  the  story  of  the  Screaming  Eagles,  either  from  a  military 

or  humane  point  of  view.  Certainly  the  Vietnamization  of  the  war  in 
Thua  Thien  Province  has  yet  to  be  told.  Problems  faced  by  the  division 
have  been  aggravated  by  slanted  reporting  and  inaccurate  research. 

There  is  a  morbid  obsession  with  body  count  and  with  those  divisive  and 
debilitatir.  problems  such  as  racial  relations,  drug  abuse,  fraggings 
and  alleged  miscarriage  of  military  Justice  matters.  Providing  support 
to  the  press  has  been  a  problem,  in  that  transportation,  billets,  and 
other  facilities  are  limited.  This  has  been  particularly  taxing  in  the 
case  of  female  correspondents.  Certain  individuals  have  been  derelict 
in  leaking  stories  before  all  the  facts  are  known  and  giving  leads  to  sen¬ 
sational  stories  that  otherwise  may  have  passed  unnoticed.  In  this 
connection  all  Serious  Incident  Reports  Friendly  Fire  Incidents 
should,  in  my  opinion,  be  classified  For  Official  Use  Only  until  the 
investigation  is  completed. 
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AVDG-CG  15  January  1971 

SUBJECT:  Senior  Offlcer'a  Debriefing  Report 

c.  AFVN. 

(1)  The  Camp  Eagle/Phu  Bai  area  cannot  receive  AFVN  from  either 
Da  Nang  or  Quang  Tri.  An  improvised  system  was  installed  to  pro¬ 
vide  some  AFVN  coverage  in  the  Camp  Eagle/Phu  Bai  area.  This 
system  consists  of  transmitting  the  AFVN  signal  over  microwave 

from  Da  Nang  to  Phu  Bai  and  Camp  Eagle.  Tactical  radios  are  then 
used  to  re-transmit.the  signal  to  the  Camp  Eagle/Phu  Bai  area.  Al¬ 
though  this  system  provides  reception  to  some  units  in  the  Camp  Eagle/ 
D)iu  Bai  area,  the  AFVN  coverage  remains  unsatisfactory.  Part  of  the 
problem  appears  to  stem  from  within  the  long  line  system  between  Da 
Nang  and  Nha  Trang, 

(2)  During  the  period  March  through  December  1970,  a  concentral  i 
effort  was  made  to  improve  the  situation,  culminating  in  the  construction 
of  an  AM  radio  and  TV  rebroadcast  station  at  Camp  Evans.  The  division, 
USARV,  XXIV  Corps  and  let  Signal  Brigade  cooperated  with  MACV- 
.^FVN  in  this  extensive  self-help  project.  Despite  the  installation  of 
this  IKW  transmitter  at  Camp  Evans,  the  signal  cannot  be  received  south 
cf  hlue  which  is  only  15  miles  distant.  Satisfactory  TV  coverage  is  not 
yei  available  in  the  division  area.  This  lack  of  radio/TV  coverage  has 
an  :.dver8e  impact  on  troop  morale.  Men  on  fire  bases  are  especially 
affected. 

9.  (U)  The  incloeuree  to  this  report  reflect  in  some  detail  the  signifi¬ 
cant  activities,  problems,  and  achievements  of  the  lOlst  Airborne  Divi¬ 
sion  (Airmobile)  during  my  tenure  as  its  Commander, 

10.  (U)  The  lOls;  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile)  has  met  every  chal¬ 
lenge  and  accomplished  each  mission  assigned.  I  appreciate  the  rare 
privilege  I  have  bad  to  command  the  Screaming  Eagles  In  combat. 


5  Incl 


1. 

Intelligence  (G) 

Major  General,  USA 

2. 

Operations  (C) 

Commanding 

3. 

Logistics  (U) 

4. 

Civil  Affairs  (U) 

5, 

Psychological  Operations  (U) 
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1.  (C)  Situationj 

a.  General.  In  May  1^70,  the  101st  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile) 
faced  an  eremy  force  consisting  of  15  ?r7A  infantry  battalions,  four  sap¬ 
per  battalions,  t>ro  llVk  artillery  battalions  and  seven  VC  local  force 
canpanies.  During  the  aunmer  months  of  19?C,  the  eneny  favored  attacks 
by  multi-battalion  forces  in  an  attempt  to  establish  forward  Mse  areas 
near  the  populated  lowlands,  'fhe  high  point  of  the  Sunrr.er  Campaign  was 
the  intensive  sheHin.?  of  FB  Ripcord  and  FB  O'Reilly.  As  fall  and  win¬ 
der  sprroiched,  the  ener^r  directed  his  activities  toward  gathering  rise 
and  food  stuf'’s,  improving  Ids  lines  of  cotnnunlcatlon  and  caches  and 
avoiding  detection  by  allied  forces.  Energy  operations  during  the  fall 
and  winter  were  characterized  by  small  unit  probing  actions  and  Indirect 
fire  attacks  against  allied  Vases  in  the  lowlands.  During  the  spring, 
the  enc.-ny  will  probably  attempt  to  improve  his  position  In  the  mountrin- 
ous  canopy  and  to  strengthen  the  guerrilla  units  operating  in  the  lowlands. 

b.  Disposition, 

(0  KlHtary  Region  Tri-Thien  Hue  (MRT7H)  maintained  a  headquarters 
in  Base  Area  6l1,  located  in  eastern  Laos. 

(2)  The  t,th  N^/A  Regiment,  with  two  infantry  battalions,  was  deployed 
in  the  mountainous  area  of  southeastern  Thua  Thier  Frovince. 

(3)  The  5th  ’vh/A  Regiment,  rdth  three  Infantry  battalions,  two  sapper 
bit  tali  on  3,  and  one' rocket  art  i  1]  ery  battalion,  v-as  located  in  central 
Thua  Thien  Frovince,  southwest  cf  14ie» 

(i)  The  6th  IT/A  Regiment,  with  three  Infantry  battallcno,  one  sapper 
battalion  and  one  rocket  artillery  battalion,  was  located  in  northern 
Thua  Thien  Province. 

(5)  The  29th  Regiment,  v.ltn  three  infantiy  battalions,  was  located 
north  of  th  A  Shau  Valley, 

(6)  The  (?03d  Regiment,  with  three  infantry  battalions,  was  located 
in  mountain  base  areas  north  of  tho  A  Shau  Valley, 

(7)  Although  the  Fi2th  Regiment  operated  north  o^  the' lOlst  Airborne 
Division  (Airmobile)  area  of  operations,  the  5th  Battalion,  Pl2th  Regi¬ 
ment,  supported  by  the  Kl9  Sapper  Battalion,  30Lth  NVA  Division,  was 
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Identified  in  the  attacks  arainst  FS  O'Reill;.  on  2S  K-ay  t970. 

The  66th  Regic.ent,  30tt.th  Division,  vas  located  the  vicinity 
of  the  Da  Krong  Valley  (weetern  Ojanj?  Tri). 

c.  ZnerTy  Activity  by  I'onth. 

(1)  In  May,  the  enemy  continued  te  expand  and  improve  existing  lo- 
t^stical  facilities  in  the  Trl-Thien  Mountain  rejrton  and  tc  re'*nforce 
oorninitted  units  in  order  to  provide  a  stronger  I'ase  for  operations  in 
the  lowlands.  The  K32  Socket  A'~tillery  Battalion,  5th  Ret^tnent,  con¬ 
ducted  122TOn  rocket  attseks  on  Camp  Earle,  H;e  *^itv  and  Camp  Sallv.  The 
K35  Rocket  Artillery  Battalion,  6th  Rertment,  launched  a  122jTm  rocket 
attack  ajjalnst  Camp  Evans.  FB  O'Reilly  sustained  four  attacks  hy  <'iro 
ana  on  2^  May  repelled  a  mrounl  assault  by  the  5th  Battalion,  Rl2th 
I'clmont  and  the  K19  Sapper  ^attallon,  3tlth  Division,  resulting  in  77 
tVA  f'.lA  and  two  rWs  captured.  The  enanv  also  con*  inued  efforts  *  o  -^e- 
bulli.  the  Viet  Ccrf»  Infrastructure  (VCl)  and  strengthen  local  'bree  unite. 
Operations  against  the  66th  Reiriment,  '■(Oitth  Division,  continued  dijo^nv  '■ 
Tills  roriment  had  been  confirmed  as  operat'nr  in  the  upp<'r  Da  Kronr  Val¬ 
ley  during  April.  Cn  6  May  1970,  tr.e  $th  Fattallon,  ^6th  R«*e:lr.ent  con¬ 
ducted  a  .cround  attack  aminst  F“  Henderson.  Sriplo'-mient  of  fTrum  recoll- 
le-s  rifles  and  flame  tnrowers  indicated  the  ^.r.ttalion's  hi  rh  derree  of 
cu.'..bat  effectiveness. 

(2)  Durinr  June,  the  IT/A  launched  a  aeries  oc  attacks  hy  '’Ire  ayai.rst 
■»i]le<i  Installation?  in  ‘ha  lowlands.  The  enem'  *“iii.ioypd  ''-Ornm  rortars, 

mu'.T.ars  -and  ikkrm  rockets  during  these  attacks.  On  10  June,  Fhu  loo 
District  Headcuarters,  kiaoc  Pridre,  rT  P-oy,  F?  los  "ancs  -and  Pg  Tom¬ 

ahawk  received  r.ortar  attacks.  The  mo-iar  attack  at  Tomahawk  was  fol¬ 
lowed  ty  a  (treund  assault,  resulting  in  2$  f'’VA  KIA  and  three' F''^,  "’he 
attacking  force  was  iwentifiod  as  ‘he  KAB  In*’antri'  "sttallon,  Dth 
r.ent.  Camp  Sade  received  Slmm  '^ortar  rounds  arid  1?2itw  rocket  on  26 
June,  ollied  operations  contircied  a(Tai;',.<-t  the  ''6th  Pepiment  during  June 
H.-.d  at  ‘lie  cr.d  of  the  month  total  c-asiialties  were  apprcxdmatelv  TOO  NVA 
KIA.  Because  of  these  hea-'-r  losses,  the  66th  Reciment  v«e  •'orced  to 
wlthoraw  into  the  Laotian  Salient.  Indications  a)  the  time  ’/ere  that 
the  9th  Reairbnt,  .3D4th  Division  would  ‘rflltrate  into  -western  dianm  Trl 
>rc-.  ir-.cc  to  assist  the  66th  Reidment.  Durine  June,  the  ‘D.'Vi  and  20th 
kepinentb  continued  to  avoid  detection  and  destruction  hy  allied  ^n-rc^s. 

The  TV  salon  of  the  003d  and  the  ?9th  Regiments  was  to  lure  allied  forces 
out  of  the  lowlands,  thus  leaving  the  area  unprotected  '‘or  possihle  of¬ 
fensive  operations  by  the  Uh,  5th  and  6th  Independent  Reeiments. 

(3)  In  July,  the  9th  Regiment,  304th  IHvisi.on  infiltrated  into  western 
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Oiang  Tri  Provlnca.  The  unit  was  first  dlscoverad  on  6  July  in  the  Khe 
Sanh  area  where  the  2d  Squadron,  I7th  Cavalry  inflicted  eaeualtles  totalinr 

MVA  KIA  and  four.t^A  FWj.  Subsequent  allied  operatlone  and  alrstrlkes  ... 
in  the  area  accounted  for  an  additional  iv50  fIVA  KIA.  Thar  hi «h  point  of  en- 
etrr/  activity  ^r.  July  .»aa  the  attack  on  FP  Ripcord  hv  ’ho  Ath,  29th  and  003d 
l-esLinents.  Early  In  1970,  the  cadre  of  MRTTH  conclud^  th»t  if  allied  ' 
units  did  not  conduct  operations  tn  the  upper  A  Shau  Wlltnr  before  June, 
tne  tJVA  would  be  able  to  improve  its  logistical  rosltlan  to  the  extent 
that  it  would  be  able  to  force  allied  units  from  the  canopy  In  western  ''*hia 
Thien  Province.  Their  objectives  includedi 

(a)  lixtendine  their  cache  s'-atan  closer  to  the  lowlands  o^  Thua  "‘hlen 
r'’''!vlnce  “nd  the  iiedmont  of  from  Clen  District. 

(b)  Increasing  control  of  the  piedmont  of  Fhona  Dien  District. 

(c)  Strengthening  the  VCI  In  the  area  to  the  point  that  a  VC  f^vern- 
ment  could  ba  eeta'ciished. 

(d)  Disrupting  the  Facif Ication  Program. 

Encouraged  by  the  “act  that  allied  forces  conducted  only  limited  oper¬ 
ations  in  the  A  Shau  Valley,  tTlTTH  ordered  the  offensive  against  F®  Pip- 
cord.  As  operations  nroeressed,  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  intended 
to  place  cortinuous  pressure  on  the  firebase  and  suppv.tlng  grotind  units. 

Tne  enerv-'  secured  tr.e  hi  cth  oround  around  FP  Rlocord  and  shelled  the  fire- 
base  auj.-.ost  daily.  Ini  'ly,  the  enemy  deployed  ^Ornm  and  P2im.  mortare 
and  75mm  recoilless  rifles,  12. 7mm  machine  guns  were  enplo^ed  In  a  direct 
fL-e  role.  During  the  week  1i,^20  July,  the  intensity  of  the  enemy  offen¬ 
sive  Inceased  ar.d  “or  the  flret  time  in  18  months,  120mm  mortars  were 
empLoyod  In  the  division's  arw  of  operation,  During  that  week,  PB  Rip- 
curc  received  49xl2,mra  mortar  rounds.  On  1(1  July,  a  CH-t7' helicopter 
received  in  excess  of  *50  hits  cf  1 2. 7raii  anti-aircraft  fire,  crashed  and 
hurt.ed  In  the  artillery  acminition  dump  of  the  firebase,  resulting  In 
eighi:  US  blA,  eight  artillorv  pieces  damaged  or  destroyed  and  3,23®  I05nin 
rounds  destroyed.  Cn  23  July,  FB  Ripcord  was  closed.  Hit  not  before  in- 
flictinf?  hea-/y  casualties  on  the  enems  Including  l63  N7A  FTA, 

(!.)'  In  early  August,  the  29th  and  fth  RegLments  turned  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  FB  O'Reilly.  The  003d  Regiment  withdrew  to  refit  and  reeupply. 

The  operation  against  F?  O'Reilly  consisted  o'  three  phasee.  In  the  first 
phase,  the  OTA  surrounded  the  firebase  and  shelled  It  with  ^2nai  BOrtara, 
^causs  of  the  terrain  in  the  area,  OTA  forces  were  not  able  to  eetablleh 
favorable ■ firing  positions  for  their  mortars,  consequently,  their  shelling 
wasjHot  overly  effective.  During  August,  enemy  activity  also  increased 
sharply  Ir  the  FB  Bamett  area.  Units  In  the  area  were  Identified  as  the 

(  j 
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Ist  ^nd  2d  B-ittalions ,  '^th  ’^e^impnt,  '*04th  Divlslc;*,  These  contacts  indi¬ 
cated  that  t.-e  Qfn  Regliaent  had  T.cved  eastward  from  its  last  tcncwn  area 
operation  in  Khe  Sanh.  The  3d  ’’attalion,  dt.h  T?eein\ert,  304th  Division  h»(1 
iT.oved  even  further  eagt  and  In  oontunction  \.'ith  the  fi^yf^th  Battalion,  7th 
Front  attacked  hal  l^nf?  (3)  on  12  Aucust.  Thin  was  the  first  time  that 
eler.ents  of  the  .304th  Division  or  apv  other  elerienta  of  the  "-5  ’^ront  had 
operated  this  'ar  Into  ♦'he  lowlands  since  a  h-rlef  arpearanre  in  +he  "ue 
area  durina  TDT  Aft^r  stjfferinp  heavv  casualties,  lari^elv  inflicted 

hy  R’='/FF  units,  the  y.  B-attallcn,  oth  P-eRlncnt  and  ‘OCth  '’atta'icn,  '’th 
■rent  vitndrew  to  ‘he  vo-'-t.  CUrin-?  Au<m"t,  the  ^^th  Rfi(rira'’n't' ,  '’04th  Divi¬ 
sion  operated  in  the  FB  Sarj?e  area. 

(5)  During  September,  the  29th  and  6th  ReHments  continued  presrure 
ava'nst  AJIVI!  units  in  the  FP  CRelllp  area.  On  ^  Septerher,  thi^  *’'/A 
of''enclve  shifted  into  its  second  phase  vitii  the  emplu'ir.cnt  of  iP’Vrr  mor- 

(r.s.  The  enexy  continued  to  ‘:hcll  ^  O'Reilly  thrcr.ichout  the  ■'cnth  of 
Septenhrr,  Activity  by  the  "yitth  Division,  (’rc'pped  "hnnOy,  l>ie  to  opera¬ 
tions  bp-  tlie  353i,h  \het7,afBe3ti  Marino  firffpsihin  t-he  Val  Loc--’-  !lolcnm>^  area, 
the  6^tl.  Reslment  vcs  tcrce'*  to  wlthciraw  scaith  to  retni!,  control  of  tho-?*- 
lines  of  coxTunlcat’ i ons .  ’’Pie  2d  Pattalion  and  other  elesiunts  o'  the 
Refrlrient  may  have  deployed  to  the  Fr  Parbara  and  FP  O'Keilly  .nvea.  'Tie  en- 
e~y  apneared  resolved  to  maintain  a  presence  in  the  central  canopy  area, 
■’•■cause  of  the  rumerous  agricultural  plots  'iiscovered  durtniJ  peptembor, 
it  is  believed  that  the  “nenr-'  wag  attemptinc  to  raise  food  stuffs  in  h's 
rear  area, 

(6)  I>irine  the  month  of  October,  activity  bv  most  uriits  of  MRTTH  de- 
ersas'.'.-.-,  l.caever,  t.ne  5th  ’Ti  Tndof  endent  Rvisr  i.t,  u’d  apps'.r  to  be 
cscablis/iine  a  more  agfprossive  posture,  'l^jerrillA  elh ecti veneys  in 
licang  Dien  (D)  received  a  severe  set-back  <iurinc  the  month  when  ?.  ral- 
lier  assisted  allied  forces  in  noutralizlne  S‘’ver>al  me-'iprs  of  the  Quane 
Dier,  Sp-'cial  Action  I'nlt.  Results  from  the  exploitation  of  this  Hoi 
Chanh  were  three  additional  Hoi  Chanhs,  elx  Fit's  and  seven  VD  KIA.  The 
lath  and  6th  ilegljii'»nt3  continued  their  attacks  by  fire  on  P?  O'Re'lly, 
however,  the  third  phage  of  the  attack  pl’n  was  never  executed.  ARTlf 
forc''s  .manr.lne  the  fireMse  wit’- drew  the  first  wesk  o''  Cctober-  becejse  ' 
of  the  , approaching  Northeast  lionscon.  Since  the  attacks  on  C'Relllv, 
the  NVA  have  not  employed  120nr;  mortars  in  the  division  area  operation. 
The  lack  of  identifiable  contact  with  both  the  66th  and  9th  Rerijr.cnts, 

304th  Division,  during  October,  indicated  their  withdrawal  from  SVt!, 

(?)  Activity  by  units  of  h'RTTH  during  Doa'oisber  wag  at  approxi-^ately 
the  same  level  as  the  month  of  October.  On  25  and  26  2ovem'"er,  six 
atta  ks  by  fire  were  conducted  and  four  brldpeg  were  dam^ped  or  destroyed 
in  Phu  Loc  District,  This  wag  the  first  hi  eh  point  o'  act'^vitv  in  the  4th 
Independent  Regiment's  area  of  operation  since  v'-jne  1970.  It  is  t-elleved 
that  elements  of  the  K/^P  Battallorii  4th  I'derendent  Regim.ent,  wltt  possible 
assistance  from  elements  of  the  Phu  Loc  Special  Action  Unit,  were  respons- 


18 


CONFIDENTIAL 


1 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ible  for  th-j  hl^hpo<nt  on  25-26  November.  There  was  extensive  activity  In 
t-ho  vicinity  of  FP  Kathryn  inhlcatin*  the  presence  of  a  reinforced  battal¬ 
ion  in  the  area.  This  activity  was  attrlb-  ted  to  the  <\D3d  Regiment  vhlch 
probably  moved  into  the  area  to  establish  a  forward  base  camp  and  provl'^e 
support  for  the  5th  Independent  Reniment. 

(“)  The  most  slenlficant  event  durlni?  December  occti’'''ed  on  ®  December 

v. hen  the  Ccvnmandlnp  Cfficer  o'"  the  C14  Engineer  Company,  4th  Independent 

Herimcnt  rallied  to  the  224th  RP  Company,  ^bsenuent  to  rallvlns,  ha  led 
a  H?  Co'i-, party  in  an  ambush  hi'  company,  resultinc  in  12  fJVA  KlA,  He 
disclosed  th’'ou;th  interroeatl on  that,  t.he  K4C  Rat^alinn,  '»th  Independent 
ho^lrnent  .oad  disbanded.  D.irinr  December,  Camp  .'^vans,  Cano  5a(»le,  and  f\ie 
received  .ittaeks  by  fi^e.  yod»rate  activity  in  the  vlc'nltv  "rick 

indicated  the  presence  of  the  Chi  Thua  I  Sapper  Pattallom,  ^th  Independent 
.-teiTl'r.ent,  in  the  area.  Information  obtained  from  FWs  and  analysis  o'  re¬ 
cent  activity,  indicated  that  the  enetitv  use?  the  ^’one  River  approach  ^or 
infiltration  into  the  lowlands. 

d,  oneny  Tactics  and  Technioues. 

(l)  Tactics.  NVi  and  VC  tactics  are  ’a«ed  on  an  eeonorTtv  of  'orce 
role  with  the  aim  cf  infillct^ne  maximum  casualties  cn  allied  'orces  wh^le 
suffering  as  few  casualties  and  In-ses  o'  eoulpment  as  po-^sible.  "^e  ’R/A/ 

VC  operate  with  nu-merou*  small  units  rather  than  in  laree  'ormafons,  but 
will  r.a's  troops  when  a  distinct  advantaee  can  be  assured. 

(?)  Am‘:amerit.  The  star.dard  weanrn  for  NV\  'orces  In  ♦he  ini«t  Alr- 

bc. -nc:  'Mv'rlon  ( Aintohile)  area  of  operation  is  the  AX-47.  f"5cer?  are 

usually  armed  with  K-54  pistols,  ""he  ’'’VA  have  at  their  distxosal  a  wide 
variety  of  indirect  and  direct  fir?  weapons.  The?e  Include  60TrOT,'>^n!m 
ind  mortars,  I22mm  rockets,  57mm  and  75nm  recoilless  ri'les,  RP'7-2 

and  Ki-'r-?,  In  addition  to  KS  ammunitlcn,  ‘he  enemy  has  7*5  rounds  'or  the 
6!>nm  mortar.  He  also  has  7.62m,m  .RPD  machine  guns  which  are  orrploved  arain«t 
both  ^ /und  forces  "and  aircraft.  Othe"  anti -alrcra't  weapons  In  use  are 
the  12.7rmt,  and  37rrrr,  intl-aircraft  guns.  Cn  occassioil,  the  enemy  has 

e.'ipluyed  • ' burst  rounds  ^rom  his  RPD  launchers, 

(3)  Logistics,  The  ene.-.y  is  dependant  on  supplies  In'lltrated  frem 
North  Vietnam.  He  has,  however,  attempted  t*^  obtain  food  stuffs  'rem  the 
local  populace  with  rnnie  success.  Dirln^  1*570,  there  was  considerable 
evlcence  that  the  enenvv  had  resorted  to  growing  food  stuboe.  Phot  Gen'S  phy 
-incJ  vif  jal  reconnai  es  ince  revealed  a  large  number  of  cultivated  'lelde  In 
the  westum  portions  o'  the  area  of  operations,  ^^ice  suppliee  arrive  ^n 
P./h,  they  are  distributed  to  cache  sites  scattered  throughout  the  »nen^ 
base  ereas. 

(41  Trunsportatli-mi.  infiltration  o'  nersonrel  Into  SV'I  and  move- 

.-.t/it  >.ltriln  5'/\  is  acroro,.!! shed  on  'ont.  Supplies  are  transported  by 
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trjftk  33  far  forward  as  ‘.he  network  will  allow.  The  final  distribution 
tf  :uppilo3  within  ST.’,  is  done  prir-.arily  ‘‘oot  or  pack  animal.  The 
erieni;/'  hao  been  knuwn  to  employ  water  buffalo,  elephants  and  bicycles  to 
assist  in  the  transportation  of  suppllee. 

(5)  Ccmmunlcatione .  ^omraunlcat 'one  between  battalion  level  nn'ts  ®nd 
lower  echelojiS  are  usually  accomplished  by  tre.ssenver  iielne  estat-lished 
commo-ilaiscn  routes.  Communication'  between  battalion  level  uni‘8  and 
hif'her  echelons  are  accomplished  by  radio  or  messenger.  Low  wat*aee  r'dio 
transmitters  are  normally  employed  to  avoid  detection.  The  ’■'VA  "evert  to 
wire  canrminlcations  after  becoming  'stawip .,he(i  a  s-’CMre  ar'a, 

0.  VCI  Activities.  Overall  7C/VCT  activities  decreased  ^rom  ''av 
throup.h  December  1970  when  compyired  to  the  'ame  period  in  ’969.  This 
reduction  resulted  fren  ?  decrease  In  rlce/tix  collection  Incidente  ,• 
Terrorism,  however,  has  increased.  Attacks  apa’nst  '17W  facilities 
villavss,  !-.amlets),  sabotage,  kidnappings  and  assassinations  all  increased 
simi  f icantly .  This  treno  developed  as  the  enarriy  attempte'^  to  \ir.derrnine 
the  'Tiii  ar.d  disrupt  ‘he  Pacification  Frovram  now  takinv  firm  hold  in  the 
province.  For  the  VC/7CI  to  recover  and  continue  thei"  ?ht  ai^al.nst  *!  ■> 
'T/'.’,  the  almoct  ineffective  VC  local  'orce  units  had  to  ‘e  etrer. vthened , 
Darin?  late  1970  th  re  was  evidence  thl«  was  bel.nr  accorp'' 1 ':h’'d  b-  rlace- 
inp  V7A  personnel  into  the  VC  local  force  units.  This  tactic  w-as  rartic- 

jlari;;  evident  in  Fhu  loc  (h)  where  the  ma’orltv  o’*  'dCA'C^  act''dtv  has 

occurred.  In  Fhu  Loc,  t 'e  Clitth  2ni?lneer  Companv  and  the  71"  i?uoper  Cctn- 
pany,  formerly  of  the  i*th  KVA  Heiriment,  have  been  placed  under  the  opera¬ 
tional  control  of  tiie  Phu  Loc  (D)  Party  Camedttee  ap.i  are  vorkinp  in 

conjunction  with  the  rhu  loc  Special  Action  ''r.it  (PL3AU).  l^iphasie  ha» 
bet-n  placed  on  terrorism  althcurh  propae.a.ndlst  aci- ivltles  -emain  «ln- 
nificant.  This  trend  will  continue  until  the  be»lnnlnp  of  the  Sprint 
Campaign. 

2.  (C)  Intelligence  Cperation.s.  Certain  aspects  o'*  intelllfenrc  opera¬ 

tions  bear  ':'jrr."ient.  The  division  marie  ' i  aii  fl cant  progress  in  many  ‘n- 
telllgenco  related  activities,  but  difficulties  beyond  the  control  pf 
thiis  headquarters  precluded  nuccees  in  ail  areas.  Th.ese  activities,  with 
their  a=oocl3ted  achlo/emerts  and  fall-jree  are  discussed  below: 

a.  ljur."jiliancc. 

Cl'  Aerial  Fecenr aissance.  Aerial  reccn"=1 asance  suoport  received 
from  the  'J.3.  Air  Force  and  Marines  vaa  reduced  frem  a  level  approx¬ 
imately  ?.j  sorties  per  month  durine  the  sunri*'r  to  aerrox-* mately  'ive 
sort'.sr  per  month  tp,’  Januarp/  1971.  This  reduction  reou’red  a  sweater  re¬ 
liance  on  direct  support  ard  organic  a'-’-to.  Direct  suprort.  by  Arr'v 
fix-d  wi"(T  iircrart  came  from,  the  I3lst  Sur\'-ei ’.lance  A-rplane  Company  C 07- 
‘  Mol.awka)  and  the  22Qth  ^.econnal ssance  Airplane  Company  (O-I  ^Irddov), 
While  *hc  cove-a?e  capability  of  these  aircraft  wa®  -i  e-ii  f  leant  l^'  smaller 
than  that  of  A^  assets,  the  Arrgv  aircraft  provided  an  tjumedlate  reaction 
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issct  to  take  advantage  of  brief  periods  of  good  vrnt.her.  Eseh  target  had 
to  be  analyzed  separately  to  Insure  that  the  ’'0(,uii  eaier/  did  not  exceed 
the  capabilities  of  division  aircraft.  The  division  also  improved  consid¬ 
erably  the  cjuality  and  quantity  of  Intolligence  gained  from  the  use  of 
hand-held  photography.  An  active  phototrraphy  training  program  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  pilots  of  the  2d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry,  resulting  In  consid¬ 
erable  success  and  a  significant  extension  of  the  photo-reconnaissance 
capability  of  the  division. 

The  division  received  three  Forward  looking  Infra-Red  (FLIH)  air¬ 
craft  for  field  testing  on  3  Septem'  er  1970.  The  FLIR  completed  testing 
on  30  Novemhor  1970  with  favorable  results  and  was  added  to  ♦he  division's 
inventory.  The  FLIR  per^’ormed  as  a  day  and  night  recomoa  ^  sanco  system 
through  the  division  area  of  operations  with  primary  emphasis  in  the  di¬ 
vision  reconnaissance  zone.  Slnre  3  September  1970,  it  has  accounted  for 
1 10  M’7A  KIA  and  eight  trucks  destroyed.  Significant  maintenance  prohlems 
v.-ere  encountered  with  the  svetem  as  an  adeouate  supply  or  repair  parts  was 
not  avav  .at.io  in  countrv.  The  FLIR  is  one  of  the  r.ost  ef'*ective  surveili- 
'■■nce  and  .it  ‘ack  .sytems  yet  devised,  i;ut  the  supply  of  repair  parts  must  '•e 
improved  before  it  i  f-jll  poteritial  can  be'  realized. 

(2)  Oround  Surveillance 


(il  Senso-  Emplcttment.  After  the  ar-lval  of  the  first  sensor  trained 
personnel  in  the  division  in  April  1969,  a  provisional  organization  evol¬ 
ved  to  provide  nanigement  and  tixecution  of  the  sensor  program,  A  proDO»ed 
organir.acicn  v.iih  KTCitE,  for  the  sensor  platoon,  lOlst  Military  Intel'lgerce 
t-r.:cpary,  vas  submitted  in  N'over.ber  1970.  The  creanizat'on  provided  the 
AGofS,  02  with  centralized  control  of  sensor  personnel  through  the  G2  GfotJud 
Surveillance  Section.  The  or.^’arization  also  provided  flexibility  in  the  form 
of  auoentation  teams  to  ''e  e^iployed  with  special  equipment  packages  such 
as  the  battlefield  Area  Surveillance  System  (PASS)  and  the  Sensor  Analog 
Relay  System  (SARS).  To  provide  new  impetus  end  direction  to  sensor  em- 
ploynent  and  to  take  advantage  of  expserience  gained  throughout  Vletnso  and 
in  Project  HA3STER,  a  sensor  program  was  formalized  and  distributed  to  the 
division  1.  November  1970.  In  9ocpe,  the  progr.am  covered  responsibilities, 
policies  and  procedures  for  planning,  management,  employment,  maintenance 
and  training  for  employment  of  sensors,  Specifical 'y,  each  brii^ade  manages 
the  Sfn sor  program  in  its  assigned  area  while  the  employment  In  the  division 
reconnaissance  zone  is  managed  lyr  the  ACOfS,  CE2  in  coordination  vlth  Pd 
Squadron,  I7th  Cavalry.  The  ACofS,  T?  also  Insures  the  coordination  of 
effort  between  brigades  ?nd  with  the  1st  Infantry  Division  (ARVN).  The 
lOlst  Abn  Dlv  (Ambl)  assigned  three  basic  roles  to  sensor  strings.  These 
roles  were  intelligence,  seciu-ity,  and  target  accjulsltlcin.  Kach  sensor 
string  w^s  assigned  only  one  specific  role,  although  the  role  was  chang- 
able,  dependent  on  the  tactical  <=ltuatlon.  Intelligence  strings  v'ere  used 
to  gather  information  "nd  activations  were  not  normally  fired  upon.  Tf 
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possible,  they  were  visually  recornoltered.  Security  strings  vere  used  to 
provide  eirly  warning  to  rirebiso  and  b^'se  can;p  de^’ensee.  Activation?  of 
these  strings  vere  reacted  to  with  the  conslderatlcsn  that  certain  respon¬ 
ses  tended  to  compr'nlse  strlne  locations  and  cause  loss' of  Intelligence 
without  significantly  harmln*  the  enemy.  For  this  reason,  reeconses  to 
security  strings  normally  Included  «cne  ine'>ns  of  visually  or  electronical¬ 
ly.^  evaluating  the  target  to  deter.-.ina  the  appropriate  method  of  attack, 
oniper  Tea-is,  n.anned  ambushes  and  r.ipht  aircraft  such  as  Flin  and  Nlffht- 
h'>vsk  v;ere  empToj'ed.  Target  acuuisltion  si’rinps  were  noTcally  used  for  im- 
r.edl'^te  attacks  Wiy  ^ire.  For  ‘hie  reason,  the  division  assigned  the  tarpet 
acquisition  role  only  *o  strings  which  were  locat  d  where  the  eneny  move¬ 
ment  was  canalized,  well-defined  and  in  areas  the  division  wished  denied 
to  the  enemy.  In  practice,  most  strings  in  the  reconnaissance  zone  vere 
used  in  the  intelligence  role,  while  strings  in  the  brigade  area  of 
operation  were  used  for  security  and  target  acouisition.  During  weather 
which  permitted  reaction  by  air,  strings  often  ^everted  to  a  target 
Hcquisltion  role  and  were  visually  reconnoltersd  and  attacked.  String 
actlvitions  '■■ere  used  tc  target  air  ^kee,  ranger  team  insertions  and 
ground  troop  employment.  The  nation  deficiency  In  th*'  seneor  program  wa’’ 
the  dependence  upon  an  Air  Force  ae:'ial  relay  to  pr"vlde  thf'  sensor  reac  ■ 
out  capability  in  the  division  reconnaissance  rone.  The  aer-'al  relav  was 
provided  for  only  20  hours  daily  while  2L,  hour  coverage  is  required  to 
:..sintain  accurate  information  concerning  enemv  mcvemer.t,  "fhe  readout 
capability  was  lost  between  the  hours  of  l20f'-lA00,  a  known  period  rf 
increased  cnery  movement.  Adequate  locations  for  sensor  monitoring  was 
a  ;roblcm  in  the  brigade  areas  of  operation.  To  extend  the  cover.age 
bey-nd  the  line  of  sight  capabilities  o'*  occupied  firehases,  the 
divie'er.  placed  r.cr.ltcr  teams  ’.dth  nc.nu3vor  ccmpanloD  occupying  key 
terrain.  This  procedure  extended  the  areas  'uiich  co’jld  be  covered  vrlth 
sensors,  but  it  had  inherent  disadvantages.  Cree  sensors  were  planned  and 
empLiced,  any  movement  of  the  monitor  site  could  cause  loss  o'  line  of 
•-Ight  to  Certain  devices.  Future  plans  are  to  alleviate  the  ne-^d  for  field 
.•nordtor  sites  by  greater  usage  of  relays  and  aerial  readout  order  to 
ux+.end  coverage  Into  remote  areas.  V.’ith  the  ••’ctive  ■'nterest  o'  all  ma.ior 
com.nande’-s  in  the  division,  »  significant  increase  occurred  in  rumbars  o' 
'fensors  employed  ’nd  in  the  varied  ways  sensor  intelligence  was  used  and 
exploited.  Kills  directly  attributed  to  reictions  to  eeneor  activations 
were  on  the  increase  and  aggressive  employment  o'  new  devices  an-’  monitor¬ 
ing  r7/Etems  van  being  rlanned.  In  such  an  atmosphere,  sensors  can  provide 
a  vital  adaition  to  the  comm''nder's  Vnowledge  of  the  enany. 


(b)  Surveillance  Radar  Bmplcyaer.t.  During  1970,  AW/PPS-4  Ground 
301-7011:3006  Radars,  organic  to  the  divlslcn,  were  replaced  v?th  newer 
am/?.  5-S  radars,  fhe  FF^5  has  a  rated  range  of  5000ni  against  moving 
r.TEon^el  as  c'^.pared  with  l500ra  for  the  FP9-4.  To  overcome  the  problem 
of  organic  ground  surveillance  radars  becoming  non- ope rati oral  and 
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remaining  non-operatioaal  for  extended  periods  due  to  their  employment  In 
outlying  areas,  a  concentrated  maintenance  program  was  established. 

Initially,  the  coordination  of  radar  status  ai'd  transportation  to  and  from 
maintenance  facilities  was  placed  under  the  02  Surveillance  Officer.  In 
addition,  coirroand  policy  was  disseminated  emphasizing  the  priority  of 
radars  for  transportation  and  employment.  This  program,  aggressively 
pursued,  resulted  in  a  decrease  of  radar  downtime  from  16.7  percent  in 
1959  to  3.2  percent  In  1970. 

(4)  2d  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  Operation.  The  Air  Cavalry  Squadron 
proved  to  ho  an  extremely  valuable  asset  for  intelligence  collection 
and  surveillance  operations.  The  flexibility  of  the  air  and  ground 
elements  of  the  squadron  permitted  complete  canvassing  of  specified  areas 
for  purposes  of  gathering  intelligence  and  intelligence  indicators.  The 
squadron  was  tasked  to  provide  complete  surveillance,  both  air  and  ground, 
of  the  division  reconnaissance  zone.  The  squadron  operated  forward  of  the 
brigade  areas  of  operation  and  provided  the  division  with  early  warning 

ajui  extensive  information  concerning  infiltration  and  enemy  movement.  Uti¬ 
lizing  organic  aircraft  structured  in  various  configurations  (pink  Teain- 
oiu  AHIG  and  one  0116A ;  Red  Team  -  two  AHiCs;  Cavalry  Team  -  one  UHIH,  two  or 
more  0Ii-6As  .anl  two  or  more  AHlGs)  and  tailored  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  n.ission,  die  squadron  provided  daily,  low  level  visual  reconnaissance  in 
support  of  the  Division  Surveillance  Plan.  To  provide  ground  surveillance. 
Company  h,  '/5tli  Infantry  (Rangers)  was  attached  to  the  squadron  and  employ¬ 
ed  in  five  to  ten  man  teams  throughout  the  forward  portion  of  the  division 
area  of  operations.  Primarily,  the  missions  assigned  were  area  reconnaissance, 
trail  and  cache  site  monitoring  and  verification  of  visual  reconnaissance 
sightings.  The  2d  Squadron,  17ch  Cavalry  was  an  invaluable  asset  in  the 
conduct  of  airmobile  operations. 

(5)  CCN  Operations.  The  lOlsC  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile)  maintained 
close  coordiiidtion  with  CCN  ground  reconnaissance  operations  during  the 
period  1  May  1970  to  15  January  1971.  This  coordination  consisted  of  target 
recommendations  and  operational  support.  Target  recommendations  were  sub¬ 
mitted  on  a  regular  monthly  basis  for  missions  within  the  scope  of  CCN 
operations,  and  division  aviation  assets  were  provided  to  support  the  opera¬ 
tions  . 

The  information  derived  from  CCN  operations  proved  to  be  of  limited 
value.  In  areas  where  there  was  information  to  be  gained  and  elements 
were  inserted,  enemy  anti-reconnaissance  units  often  forced  CCN  teams  to 
abort  missions  before  any  useful  information  could  be  obtained.  Missions 
conducted  in  response  to  specific  requests  seldom  provided  information  con¬ 
cerning  enemy  equipment,  base  camps,  movement  or  unit  identification. 
Information  from  CCN  operations  consisted  primarily  of  terrain  reports  and 
results  of  contacts.  Information  from  the  contacts  contained  only  an 
estimate  of  the  size  of  the  enemy  element,  the  type  of  uniform  worn  and  the 
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ijp*  of  iadivldutl  iwapcD  b«lng  ui«d.  fiMaMlIfl,  M  tr  ndt  IteitiflectleB 
imliaatori  «ir«  rtr«. 

Th«  concept  of  0(^  holds  grost  potSBildl  for  froridljac  iMftnUiea  of 
sif[\lflc«at  Tslus,  howsvsr,  until  ^  siSidaM  omt  dbisln  podtlsv  Ufoms- 
tion,  the  risk  inrolvod  to  CCI7  tosas  and  srlstlen  and  supp^  olsMHts  fkr 
outWl^t  ths  Uoitod  Infomstion  rssulting  fron  thsir  operstlcnt. 
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1.  (C)  Operation  TEIAS  STAH  (l  April  -  5  Scptenbcr  1970), 

a.  In  Operation  TEXAS  STAR,  tha  2d  Brl^da  wa  aoplojad  in  the  populatad 
lowlands,  pledDont  emd  eastern  edge  of  tha  eano^  in  ooordination  wich  the  3<1 
end  54th  Reglmanta,  lit  Infantry  DlvlBlon  (ARVW),  to  assiat  in  tha  ooordination 
ar.d  support  of  pacification  and  deTelopnent  for  the  tan  rural  diatrleta  of  Ihua 
Thlen  Province,  Tha  enecy  threat  wia  neat  aignlTio^nt  to  Phu  Loe  and  Phong  Dian 
Districts  as  thalx  boundaries  extend  Into  tha  piedcont  and  aastem  canopy  re- 
glona.  Therefore,  the  2d  Brigade  concentrated  its  aflorts  in  these  two  dis¬ 
tricts  to  conduct  coffibinad  opamtlons  and  training  with  territorial  force  units 
in  the  area.  The  brigade  oontroU&d  22  nobile  training  teaas  whose  mission  was 
to  inereane  the  combat  effectiveness  of  territorial  forces  in  defense  of  their 

In  addition,  tha  bidgada  alao  maintained  liaison  with  the  retraining  eight 
di'itrict  h&adquartera  to  irprovo  the  capability  to  react  to  incidents  of  eneBy 
ter:^•'risJn  and  food  gathering  among  the  people.  The  1st  and  3d  Brigades,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  lat,  3d  and  54th  liegir.ente,  lat  Infantry  Division  (ARra),  de- 
plo7ed  against  hVA  in  the  canopied  mountain  areas  between  the  lowlands  of  Tbua 
Thlen  Province  and  the  A  Shan  Va.'lei'.  Comblnsd  alrooblle  operations  were  eoi>> 
ducted  to  locate  and  destroy  ena^-  forces,  base  camps  and  cache  altes,  and  to 
interdict  enemy  movement  into  the  populated  lowlands. 

(1)  Speciail  Forces  Operation  BAHBQl  GLADS  (l5  Hay  -  30  June  1970),  The 
diTleion  assumed  oMrational  control  of  Detachment  E-52,  5th  Special  Forces  Group 
(A)  (Project  Delta)  on  10  Kay.  fills  element  initiated  Operation  BA£3Sl  GLADS  on 
15  P"37  from  tha  Kai  Loo  area  to  conduct  deep  covert  reconnaissance  and  tactical 
exploitation  of  intelligence  ana  to  interdict  enemy  infiltration  end  eupply  routes 
in  the  ihe  Snub  Plain  and  Da  Krong  River  Valley  area.  The  detachment  conducted 

36  ground  operations,  inserting  siements  to  perfom  area  end  route  reconnaissance 
aid  bomb  damage  asseesment  of  air,  aHlUery  and  ARA  strikes.  The  detachment 
accounted  for  15  eneqy  EIA,  10  trucks,  two  bulldosers,  and  a  large  amount  of  eu]^ 
plies  destroyed  along  Route  6l6. 

(2)  Brlgad  Operation  CLIHCH  VALLES  (9  July  -  15  July  1970).  On  8  July, 
aerial  reconnaissance  elemonte  from  the  2d  Squadron  (Aimoblle) ,  17th  Cevaljy 
observed  150-200  enesy  troopa  in  the  open  in  the  Xhe  Sanb  arse.  Cavaliy  aljv 
craft,  supported  by  ARA,  engaged  eneiy  elements  throughout  the  day,  resulting 
in  139  enesy  killed  and  three  prisonera  captured.  Tbs  prlooners  Idsntified  the 
unit  as  the  9th  Reglsteot,  X4th  WA  DlvlBlon  which  was  infiltrating  into  South 
Vietnam  to  reinforce  the  both  KVA  Regiment.  In  reaponse  to  thic  aatlvi'fy.  Op¬ 
eration  CLIKCH  VALLEZ,  employing  elements  of  the  3d  Brigade  and  the  3d  Regiment 
(AKTN) ,  was  initiated  on  9  July*  One  US  bettalion  and  two  AEVN  battelions  eon- 
ducted  airmobile  assaults  into  wiseesn  Qoang  Trl  Province  to  loeete  and  destroy 
elements  of  the  9th  NVA  Regiment.  Massive  tactical  air,  bsevy  artlUexy  and 
chemical  munitions  were  eciployed  during  the  operation.  Beeulte  of  the  operation, 
which  was  terminated  on  15  July,  were  226  NVA  XIA  and  29  vsepons  eaptnred. 
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(3)  EIPCOED,  yir«  Bass  filPCORD  v«3  op^i!*d  nt  tbo  oa*jftt  of  Oporat.loa  TE3LAS 
SliE  aa  a  key  forvard  fire  baco  In  tha  dlvlelon'a  offoofllTa  cAE^vlgn  to  locate 
nrd  deotroy  the  803d  and  29th  NVA  Rapljaento.  The  2d  Ikittalloa  \AlrBobile),  506th 
Infantry  aecured  the  fire  base  and  ooadnotad  operations  in  the  area  without  aig- 
nif leant  contact  until  1  July.  The  period  1-23  July  vaa  Barked  by  Increaaed  ene- 
oy  attackis  tr^  flro  on  and  around  tho  fire  base  and  cu&erous  ground  ati^aeka  agalnat 
uiilto  operatic/:  In  the  rlolnlty  of  tho  fire  base.  Intelligence  indicated  that 
clcEentB  of  the  6th  MVA  Repiaent  had  joined  the  29th  end  003d  KVA  Replaiente  in 

ati  attoapt  to  control  the  RIPCORD  area.  With  tha  eteady  Increase  of  enesy  actlT- 
ity  In  the  RII1X.HII  area,  It  becane  apparent  by  the  third  week  of  July  the  coat 
and  effort  req'ilred  for  the  aelf-defenee  of  the  fire  base  placed  the  euccesofttl 
accoc;  T.labnenv  of  other  operaitona  In  jeopardy.  Tho  closing  of  RIPOORD  would 
mnl-e  troopo  avallahlo  for  offeoalY*  onerfitiono  against  entry  supply  caches  and 
IcgiKtlc  inctcllationa  to  the  roar  of  NVA  forces  nassed  around  the  fire  base. 
Therefore  the  doclaion  to  withdraw  frees  RIPCORD  was  Bade,  and  extraction  wae  oob> 
ploted  on  23  July. 

(4)  Brlgndo  Operation  CHICAGO  PZiS/lAh  SON  363  (25  July  -  12  August  1970). 
This  operation  wan  dcolgnod  to  locate  and  destroy  enesy  ceche  sites,  logistical 
facilltiao  and  interdict  routes  of  reaupply  and  caacsunl cation  in  the  Rountaironn 
area  northeast  of  'ttie  A  Shau  Valley.  This  area  was  bellered  to  contain  '  ->  .e 
arena  of  the  C03d  and  29th  KVA  Eoginsuts.  Elements  of  the  1st  Brigade  aa^  . 
into  the  area  of  operation  on  25  July,  followed  on  30  July  by  two  battalions  of 

t  he  3d  Reglsent,  l«t  Infantry  Division  (ARVE) ,  The  elenents  oooducted  detailed 
search  and  attack  operations  throughout  the  eree,  until  terBlnation,  with  uder- 
ate  success  on  12  August.  Tho  operation  netted  97  enecy  killed  and  32  eneoy 
weapons  captxirod;  however,  no  najor  cache  sites  or  logistical  facilities  were 
discovered. 

b.  In  eeu-ly  Sopteaber,  the  division  teradnated  Operation  TEIAS  STAR  and  be¬ 
gan  repositioning  units  in  preparation  for  the  northeast  nonsoon  season.  TEXAS 
oTAR  was  oostly  to  tho  entry  in  Borthorn  Killtarv  Region  I.  The  division.  In 
conjunction  with  tho  let  Infantry  Division  (AKVe)^  killed  4138  oneay  eoldlsrs  and  ■ 
captured  49  prisoners  and  1298  weapons. 

2.  (C)  Operation  JSfFlSSOR  GLEM/MOEEOOE  PUR  70  (5  September  —  Continuing) , 

a.  This  operation  is  designed  to  provide  a  protective  ahleld  for  the  pop¬ 
ulated  lowlands  of  Xhua  Thlen  Provlnee,  to  locate  and  destroy  etusy  forces,  stag¬ 
ing  areas  and  -ward  cache  sites,  to  protect  vital  lines  of  ooiasanlcatlon  and 
to  assist  GVE  officials  in  aseting  thoir  pacification  goals  for  1970.  To  acooa- 
plish  this  aisalon  during  the  corthaaot  ewnsoon  season,  division  units  were  ra— 
positioned  In  the  plednont  and  eastern  aountaln  regions.  Repositioning  facil¬ 
itated  resupply  operations  ty  road  and  greatly  decreased  the  possibility  of 
units  being  Isolated  deep  in  tha  canopy  without  the  capability  of  being  reinforced, 
as  s  result  of  extended  periods  of  Inelsoant  weather. 

(l)  O’REimr .  FollowlDg  tha  wlthdravl  fro®  fire  Base  RIPCORD  In  July  the 
enemy  began  eonoentrating  its  activity  in  the  Fire  Base  O'EHLU  area.  As  in  tha 
RIPCORD  situation,  a  threat  was  presented  to  the  fire  base.  However,  since  the 
Baseing  of  eneoy  forces  presented  maerous  targets  ehleh  were  vulnarable  to  allied 
fire  support  weapons  systems,  tha  dsalsion  was  aade  to  nalntaln  tha  fire  base  at^ 
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'txplolt  til*  BMivd  •QMT'.  S4«reh  aai  *tt«ok  ep«r*tloc«  her  •l«a«at«  of  the  Ist 
and  3d  B«(^entc,  lit  IsfAntry  Dlrliios  (JlRYV)^  supported  bj  dirlslon  uiseta, 
w«ra  Huooetsfol  lu  eauaia^  aoderete  ta  kearv^  M/A  earualtlea,  Oetober,  en*qf 
actlrltj  areoad  0'B£ILLI  had  deoreased  aiirrilfieantJjr  aod  tho  1st  JafAatry  Livi- 
•■ion  (lETE),  oloead  tha  fira  baaa,  iha  daclaioQ  to  elos*  0  * RSITJiT  was  baaed  on 
expected  diffiooltT'  la  rasuppl/inc  or  ralnforelag  alaaants  In  tha  araa  durlsd 
tha  Dorthaast  aonaooh  saaaoa. 

(2)  OffeaalT*  oparatlona  darlac  tha  aonaoon  saaaon.  Iha  dlrlslon  eonducted 
extenjire  patrol^  aatbush^  aaarch  and  attaok  and  rsoonnaiasanoa  oparatlona  on  the 
perlpherj  of  tho  populated  lowlands  as  wall  ae  forward  in  tha  eaioplad  aountain 
areae.  WheasTer  ifoather  oonditiooa  parcltted,  llsltad  obJaetiT*  alxsobile  opar- 
atlorxB^  artllloiy  raldOf  flama  raids  and  intardlctlon  Blaaiona  ware  conductad 
de^p  In  the  oanopj  baaed  on  h?rd  Intolllrfinoa.  In  lata  Saptanber,  rlaeants  of 
the  let  Brigade  and  the  3d  RexlAaot  (A£V£}  air  aasaultad  to  an  araa  jnat  lurtlw 
east  of  the  A  Bhaa  Vallty,  icllo  alaMnta  of  the  2d  Etrlgads  assaulted  into  the 
Ruon^;  Ruong  Vallcj  ca-ca.  Both  of  these  operations  lasted  approxlaately  ten  days. 
In  November,  tho  2d  Squadron  (Aljmobllo),  17th  Cavalry  Inearted  alenenta  of  its 
ground  troop  in  tha  floor  of  tho  A  Shau  Vallay  to  oonduet  road  intertllotion  and 
bridge  destruction  HioBlona.  Ihiring  £*ocrr,ber,  extenaiT*  artillery  raids  and  tac¬ 
tical  air  strikes  were  tar(*t<ad  a^lMt  auspaetad  enasy  baildapa  in  tha  Bao  La 
Valley  area  and  in  tha  iuwinK  ihioa^  Tall  ay  area. 

b.  Although  oontaot  with  tha  ensBy  hao  daereaasd  signifleantly  since  tha 
initiation  of  Operation  JBFFZRSOS  CUa/VailSOOH  PLAH  70,  alliad  foreaa  in  Tltua 
Ihien  Prorlnc*  hart  hiUad  lOfl  anao^  soldlars  and  aaptorsd  21  prisoners  and 
over  550  anaagr  weapons. 

3.  (C)  Effiploynent  of  the  Air  Cavalry  Squadron. 

a.  Operating  in  general  support  of  the  division,  the  air  eavalry  squadron 
haa  been  given  ocaplete  reapocnlbillty  for  an  araa  of  oparatlona  aneonpaeaing 
several  thousand  square  nlles  in  hhiah  all  flraa  and  air  etrlhaa  naat  b*  clear¬ 
ed  by  the  squadron.  When  operating  is  this  area,  tbs  squadron  raaerta  inadiately 
to  enexiy  contact  without  tho  ti&»  eonsnaing  naoaaaity  of  obtaining  fir*  clear¬ 
ance.  This  area  inolndea  all  tha  najar  LtA  infiltration  routes  and  nunarous 
sUglng  araaa)  operations  ar*  eoatnaftsd  in  thia  araa  as  often  as  possible. 

b.  The  Qobllitr  ood  fleziblli'^  of  tha  squadron  allows  it  to  perfors  a  va¬ 

riety  of  mission*  with  relative  aaa*.  The  prlsary  Blaslon  1*  oollactlng  Infer- 
ination  about  the  #nea?y  to  oos^lemant  the  division’s  IntolUgenee  effort.  Addi¬ 
tional  Biaeion*  ar*  the  daatructlon  of  *n«y  anti-alroraft  vaapons,  intardlctlon 
of  enery  infiltration  routaa,  and  aoenosy  of  force  operation*.  In  thla  rule,  the 
squadron  is  viniqua  In  that  often  these  OT>eraiion*  are  coi^eted  with  the  Hao  B*o 
Company  of  the  lit  Infantry  Hvlalaa  OPCOB.  During  operation*  involving 

the  Hao  Bao  Company  and  other  ALi'J  unit*,  ih*  ■quadren  ■npplie*  ite  own  advisor* 
to  the  unit  to  liumr*  rapid  diaaamlsatljea  of  Intalligano*  to  and  from  the  ground 
unit.  The  aquadran  has  al*o  eoadneted  raids  with  D  Troop'*  lD6agB  reooiles*  rifle*. 
Tho  accuracy  and  d**tnictiT*  oiipahllitles  of  thi*  weapon  provide  deadly  flrepow* 
for  uae  aguinat  antsy  fortlfloatlona.  In  addition  to  th***  alaaiODay  the  e«ppd- 
ron  alao  provide*  all  support  for  th*  Banger*,  and  provide*  a***t*  to  porfom 
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ljmnediat«  daimF;6  aBsesBaent  of  artlllarj  and  air  atrUces.  Squadron  aosata  are 
'Employed  in  search  and  reacue  operatlona  arai  for  dov/ced  aircraft  Bocuritgr.  The 
iTlerlbility  dorlved  fron  eiiploylng  the  air  cavalry  equadron  In  a  general  eupport 
role  has  given  It  the  ability  to  perform  a  multitude  of  mlBBlonB  and  react  with 
all  aaBeta  to  develop  a  target  or  deati'oy  it. 

c.  When  the  lOlst  Airborne  DlvlaloB  (Aliroblle)  uas  aelectad  to  conduct  tast¬ 
ing  and  evaluation  of  tha  UHlH  yorwaid  Looking  Infra  Red  (fLIfi)  oyetem  (EliSURE  78), 
the  cavalry  equadron  wae  deelgnated  aa  tho  hoot  unit.  The  objeotlvee  of  the  eval¬ 
uation  wore  to  determine  the  capability  of  the  FLIR  system  to  detect  aod  engage 
targets  under  night  aoi  daytime  conditions  and  to  analyze  employment  techniques. 

The  Bcuadron  employed  the  system  oancorrent  with  its  armed  recocoaisaanee  and  1»- 
telligence  role.  In  addition,  the  JLIR  was  employed  to  conduct  first  and  last 
light  cheeks  of  fire  bases  and  fired  installations  and  to  react  to  sensor  read- 
outa  Uirouglaout  tho  divialon  area  of  operation.  During  the  period  10  July  through 
31  October,  the  FLIR  syatesi  located  and  killed  186  confirmed  eneny,  vhleh  was  7,8 
percf  it  of  tho  total  confirmed  enony  kills  for  the  entire  division.  Results  ob¬ 
tained  through  the  use  of  FUR  required  a  total  of  332  flying  hoxirs  In  229  sorties. 
In  addition  to  eneny  KIA,  6  trucks  and  14  saiapans  were  destroyed.  There  were  no 
friendly  casualties  involved  in  tha  above  actions.  Mechanical  difficulties  vith 
the  FLIR  system  have  been  numerous,  but  repair  parts  and  technical  assistance 
have  received  a  high  priority  at  all  levelu.  However,  modifications  to  the  DH-lM 
airfruEO  and  the  electronic  system  have  caused  excessive  problemo.  The  division 
considers  the  FLIR  system  to  be  extremely  valuable  in  a  insurgent  envirozBient  and 
has  requ.^sted  the  FLIR  aystem  renain  with  the  division  for  an  indefinite  period. 

4.  (C)  Integrated  Fire  Support  (AR7B/DS). 

a.  Operations.  Throughout  the  period  there  were  nary  specific  actions  In 
whlcti  do  leaneuver  units  were  supported  fcy  ARVR  ajrciijery,  and,  conversely,  several 
actions  where  US  artillery  supported  ARVH  it'jieuver  elements.  The  success  of  these 
onerationo  was  the  result  of  the  close  liaieoa  and  cooperation  which  existed  be¬ 
tween  the  unite.  A  ''quick  fire*  coamunioation  channel  was  always  maintained,  for¬ 
ward  observers  were  exchanged,  and  bilingual  personnel  staffed  the  fire  direction 
centers.  Fire  bases  were  selected  so  as  to  be  under  the  fhn  of  protective  sup¬ 
port  fires. 


b.  Training.  Substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  training  AH7N  units  to 
become  operationally  proficient  on  various  types  of  US  fire  support  squlpSBent. 

In  June  1970,  training  of  AKVR  artillery  personnel  began  on  the  AR/hPQ-4  countsr- 
mortar  radar.  Later  a  radar  set  was  made  available  to  an  AR7K  fire  base  and  was 
effectively  maintained  and  operated  by  AR7U  personnel.  On  another  AHVU  fire  base, 
aRVN  personnel  trained  by  the  US  now  operate  their  own  visual  meteorological  station 
Weather  data  is  forwardf3d  to  M7U/US  fire  bases  in  the  area  to  enable  a  more 
efficient  massing  of  fires.  In  addition,  an  electronic  meteorological  etation  le 
being  established  at  this  fire  bass  with  concurrent  training  of  ARVB  crews.  The 
M-36  cJironograph  has  been  taken  to  all  ARVN  fire  bases  and  the  callbratlor.  of  all 
ARVN  howitzers  has  been  oompleted.  AK7N  personnel  axe  now  trained  in  the  use  of 
the  chronograph  and  are  using  the  resulting  analysis  of  vtloQity  error  to  Improve 
the  effectiveness  of  their  fires. 
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c.  ArtillerT'  BaldA.  The  DlviBios  haa  been  able  to  exploit  the  buildup  of 

target  IntaUlgenoe  thxoueh  the  eaplojTBnnt  of  artillca7  raids,  ntiUalJag  both 
tube  aod  aerial  rocket  artiUexy,  Tbla  enables  the  dlrlalon  to  extesd  beav^ 
coixeatratlone  of  firepower  Into  arena  where  the  mexj  haa  prerlonalj’  felt 
r>;Iatlvoljr  secure,  Tire  bases  tmed  for  cannon  artlllei7  raids  are  begro&d  euj>- 
rent  areas  of  action  and  must  be  easUj  secured  Iiqt  a  maiber  of  ground 

ti-oops.  firing  data  Is  precoaputed  for  the  selected  base  and  a  schedule  of 
fires  and  programed  amanltlon  expeudltores  computed.  Masslre  fires  can  be 
employed  in  a  rery  abort  tlmo  using  the  technique  of  raids* 

d.  Assunition  Management.  FcrtlenlorlT'  significant  Increases  in  oriillety 

expenditures  ware  erldenced  during  Jul/  and  Augnet  1970,  eorrelatlTS  to  high 
levels  of  encs^  activity.  For  exanplo,  over  81,000  105isb  hovltser  rounds  vers 
fired  in  July  and  almost  84,000  in  August.  Szpendltars  ratsa  of  this  laagnituds 
could  rot  be  justified  and  a  program  to  reduce  them  was  undertaken.  Ey  coonand 
letter  on  14  Axigust  ^970,  certain  aot’unitlon  Items  vers  allnosted  to  brigade 
co^u&anaore  with  specific  guidance  for  eDployment.  Ihla  guidance  established  a 
dalDy  available  supply  rate  {iS3.)  as  a  manageaant  tool.  Hie  could  be  ex¬ 

ceeded  on  ary  given  day  to  long  as  the  bri^rde's  sub-allocation  for  the  period 
vaa  rot*  kxpenditnred  beyond  sab-ollocat:/ an.;  required  Justificatioui  however, 
this  did  not  prohibit  profitable  and  operationally  necessary  use  of  oasainition. 
Expenditures  for  the  following  two  allocation  periods  were  reduced.  This  aaxw 
apcjEont  aeticn  fulfilled  axonnltlon  expenditure  guidance  Imposed  by  USAJT  throu^ 
ikiV  Cox^fi.  There  has  been  a  100  percent  increase  In  the  ezpendltarm  of  heavy 
artillery  ssaamiticn  by  units  of  XZI«  Corps  artillery  In  support  of  the  division, 
Tliose  targets  selected  for  Combat  Skyspots  or  Air  are  also  engaged  by  heavy 
artillery  as  a  gup  filler  and  as  a  surprise  second  strike  after  a  few  boure  delay, 
li.o  175m  firos  are  used  In  coajunot.lfu  ui+h  the  road  interdiction  pfogrejn  and 
with  the  ground  sensor  program,  Beaiy  ortlUeiy  is  integrated  into  *11  of  the 
division’s  fliro  plana, 

5,  (C)  CboBical  Operations. 

a.  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  1M3  (AFD)  (Sniffer).  The  APS  assisted  In  plx^ 
pointing  anoiy  locations  and  determining  ensBy  concentrations  in  both  the  division 
and  ARVN  areas  o.  operation,  "Hot  spots”  detected  were  exploited  by  visual  rm- 
connaisBonce,  aerial  rocket  and  oonnon  ortiUexy,  CS  agent  (persistant  and  nonpar- 
Bistent),  air  strikes,  and/or  insertloa  of  troops. 

b.  Berblcldo  Operations. 

(1)  Dsfollatlen  operations,  utilising  harblcld*  agent  Blue  In  approved  and 
authorized  areas,  and  diesel  fbel  In  oreae  where  agent  Ba.ue  was  not  auttx>rlBed, 
were  conducted  to  clear  fields  of  fire  and  provide  good  observation  around  fire 
bases.  These  operations  denied  the  eossy  oonceolxent  and  rednoed  his  capability 
to  launch  surprise  attacks. 

(2)  Crop  doatniotlon  operations,  utilising  herblelds  agent  Blue  In  approved 
and  authorised  areas  and  persistent  riot  oontrol  agent  CD3,  proved  to  be  effeo- 
tive  in  controlling  enemy  crops.  The  technique  employed  wus  the  use  of  Lug-A-Jugs 
and  rerslstent  riot  control  agent  C32  for  destruction  of  crops  and  restriction  of 
eneny  harvesting  activities,  lug-AJogs  ore  five  gallon  eoUapsihl*  plastic  water 
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oontaljiOTf*  flUsd  with  hnrbdirldrt  afri-ut  21ua.  ?Vriii^  l4ig— A-Jiyra  vsra  ennlsTsd  r  -r-  >■; 

from  a  CHIH  bolicoptcr  or  rli  Jufo  froa  an  QH6i  halleoptcr.  They  were  drepped 

indlTiduiUJy  frou  hslicoptora  at  aJltlUidaa  ot  100-1 JCX)  faot  iOI.  mi  eath  Jn*  ■  ! 

covered  a  clroulv  area  of  50  Eetora.  .Uac-i-Jn,;#  prorad  to  be  efleDiiTe  and 

praotlcablo  in  dastructlea  ot  scattejred  energr  A^arden  crops.  PorclBte.nt  riot 

control  ag«nt  CS2  vao  need  in  conjunction  with  or  alone  to  oonta*.  j 

Inate  anory  amps  and  restrict  onti:^  harvestlnr  activities.  Perfllltost  Ct2 

in  55-gallon  druan  wau  carried  Internally  by  Q^7  aircraft.  Onoe  over  the  taa>- 

got  area,  fl>ln^  at  GO  knotfl  and  b-itwcen  1500  and  400  feet  AGI.,  the  druafl  were 

rolled  cut  of  the  rear  of  tlie  aircraft  and  burnt  upon  Ijcpact  oanalng  oontaslA- 

ation  of  the  orope  and  surrounding  aroa. 

■  a.  i"or.ployv<r)nt  of  RctroroflectlTa  Slarry,  Personnel  lurking  and  Indeatlfl>- 
catlrin  (P?r'JS).  H'JS  sloriT,  ca  ultaMTioiot  BcnDltlve  raterial  used  to 

ttirk  nc;l  Idontlfy  ladlTidnals  trefipasolA'^t  1®  unuuthrolsed  areaSf  waa  ctaployed 
ualr^'  tl.'.:  U:11E  L'jl’i.ooritrr  ©n  knom  or  auopoctcd  encry  routee  of  Infiltratlen  iD»» 
to  tho  lovflai'.ds.  Thctiu  roiitea  are  restricted  to  c  Ivi  13  an  a  end  have  low  vVGiotatlon. 
UltTT'.vi-icM:  I'.utema  were  used  to  conltor  olvUlcns  w  detect  traoen  of  the  elurxy. 
Monilor.i-ur’  of  criTilleua  was  conducted  at  entrftnces  to  base  oanpe  and  during  cordon 
and  sr,;ji:uh  operations.  ^ 

d.  Aerial  fleas  I}rO).8.  The  dlvinioD  nade  erbensive  use  of  aerial  flasa  drops 
to  assist  In  nautralininfj  and  dasti-oylng  encry  booby  traps,  base  coops,  arid  bnnkiV 
conplexna.  Aerial  flasao  drops  consist  of  threa  types,  ^ 

(1)  The  ■Mlnl-riano  I>rop"  oonslsts  of  two  druaa  of  four  pereent  thlokened 

fuel  relcnoM  fpoa  a  tU1H  holicopter.  The  dmas  are  secured  with  staraps  and  are 
suspended  below  tt»  aircraft  ty  the  oarffo  hook.  The  alnl-flea®  drop  is  (Bplcyed  ! 

on  srirll  aroc  t?rgct3  r.nd  po'lnt  tsrrcte  such  sa  booby  trapped  trails  and  dikes.  "  '  i 

The  druflia  borat  on  iJcpaci  ana  axe  igultea  oy  uhioe  ssexs  grenades,  \ 

(2)  The  "degular  Plane  consists  of  el(^t  to  ten  druBS  of  fbur  peresat  f 

thickened  fuel  relecMd  f rou  «  Cl-47  helicopter.  The  druare  are  suspended  10  feet 

below  the  alrcrufb  in  a  14  x  14  foot  tylon  net.  Druss  burst  on  ia^ct  when  re¬ 
leased  end  oro  igidted  by  white  aunko  grenades.  Aree  coverage  Is  circalsr  with 
a  40-50  Botor  dlnaetor. 

(3)  Bie  ■Super-Pla»e  Drop*  oonslcto  of  18-20  druas  of  four  percent  t&lekened 

fuel  released  tir>n  a  d-47  heiieoptar.  drvuuj  are  eunpendod  Leluv  the  airoraft 

in  two  14  z  H  foot  nylon  cats.  Tha  super  drop  is  primarily  esplo^vd  en 

bunker  eonpiejcsn  ani  on  booby  trapped  areas.  Iho  druas  berut  on  isipeot  and  ore 
igni  ted  vitLi  vriiits  SBoke  gronados.  Coverage  Is  circular  with  an  80  to  100  neter 
diaiGetar,  depending  on  the  terrain. 


e.  Plaae  Operations.  Plsas  field  ojMdiestn  su^  as  fosgaeses  aad  Eusdi 
flaree  are  oxtenslvsly  used  as  aa  inbc  Tai  pari  o,i‘  fire  has*  and  l>a^~ccip  pecr^ 
inoter  dofenae.  fougastos  are  asplaeod  tactically  areond  perlnoters  wit  1  par¬ 
ticular  SKphaaie  on  likely  avenues  of  approach*  kongesses  have  provsn  to  be 
effective  weapons  in  defensive  operations,  fiasch  i*lares  provide  sapplcacntal 
illuninatioD  for  as  long  as  an  S-hour  period* 
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f,  lteq)lo7nant  of  CS. 

(1)  Ifenpemistest  vas  cffsctlTalj  used  la  supportlai;  coabat  aMaoItSf 
firs  baeaa  aod  boaa  cesip  dafsnMo,  aad  raeoniai/iaanca  tiro,  Ilia  K158  CS  oln^ 
tor,  2d  G8  laoivbar,  aiid  the  2,75-icch  CS  rocket  BialtloBa  were  used  for  thaaa 
purpoaaa* 

(2)  Pereletaat  CS2  vae  uaed  to  restrict  taez:/  Infiltration,  Uaea  of  co»aai- 
nicatlon,  tuA  the  uae  of  base  areoe  and  kecr  torrain.  Thla  lusa  baa  oauaed  tbs 
enciy  to  relocate  and  tritohllch  Lf-tf  rontoa  and  bvam  esnpa.  Thla  Irpodaa  enasT 
tiovesient  and  r:&kaa  bln  vulnerable  to  obserration  and  flM*  Peralotaat  CS2  baa 
been  used  euccooafullf  in  oeedln*  Icjdccra,  caven,  and  tonnal  ooaplazaa  aa  thegr 
are  found  durln,';  coabat  operatloioa* 

C,  Portable  Plnsothrowsrn  Ucod  to  Fight  Pireo,  During  the  aoaaier  .|»outha 
eeveral  lar.’»a  flrea  renultins  froa  oiic:xr  activity  destroyed  ^julpacat  on  fire 
bases  located  la  areao  jj-aoccnsihlo  to  i  ff ve  departHaat,  Iboae  fires  re¬ 
vealed  a  ucc.d  for  offocllTO  portcbl^^  firo  equlpTrat,  1.  ssarrJi  for  por¬ 

table  equlj^'-'jtit.  reaultci  in  the  ti:;!.  cr,d  eupl'yrient  of  the  flajoethrower  iillod 
with  “Lite  V.xt'jrr"  to  fl'‘.ht  firon,  “Lite  Water-  lo  a  soap  concantrate  which  pro¬ 
duces  blanVetinj  foan  when  nised  with  x^itar  and  eprayed  under  preccure,  Iho  mix¬ 
ture  l6  epre/ed  on  fir^^  ly  tho  port’.blc  fl'-colhrorer  at  a  ran»e  of  30  retero  end 
provides  oxccliont  nuanB  of  attln  '  3;;i--ig  ’-net  t;ypo8  of  fires.  TW)  portnblo  flaine- 
Ihx’ouors  arj(I  r.  pro-Edr.od  Go-gullo  .  (Lrai  of  ’'Lite  fatar"  are  now  a  part  of  tho  k1i>- 
lr;’ja  firo  ftchting  wvip-rjrii  at  each  occupied  fire  base.  Use  of  this  expedient 
has  boon  credited  with  earlr^  a  »t2ca  liall  and  ati  a&ininition  ctjjip, 

(U)  Snjirerr  •Snppor^. 

a.  Foli'j'..ir;g  ths  coiijblusd  canner  fuid  ^ound  attc.ck  of  FB  REKDFJISOH  on  3  1^*7 

thc!  divi,  ton-r  jt  of  f.ia’o  LUir."  cor."- oil  on  b8e’u-.;o  that  of  'Li-rdsned“ 

Xij'o  bx(JC'i>— •111  c.  bacto  x;...';'!  could  Vj.  '.../tuca  '  titnnd  off  and/or  (.TOuiJi  attacks 
vita  Klolaal  d ana  caca;ilti.-.j,  xhj.tiali?,  oul,y  oocen-tlol  cerrand  and  control 
faollitloj  were  piotoct.-J.  By  ,'bv'-' 'o'r,  v.vsrv''  tcu  fir/itln.c  poflitiona  wii.ro  piuvid- 
ed  ullh  an  6‘  :c  '12’  'co'-n' ihur.  brio';!.;.-?:  all  iAcl.'!t tieo  undcr;TOurai. 

bi.dor.ii'ounJ  bu:iiCi.*;-j  iaiv'i.hf  in  iron  ■.')  /.3  f.;ct  to  20  x  1C4  x'/.iL  vara 

n’ro  const  rue  tod.  liiocn  n.-...aoe*  t/iS  vaifeurs  of  'the  troops  In  tliat  they 

tfi've  ir)t  ooJy  r.3  a  itrar?. jut-prj'jf  di.i.iij;;  fncilii'/  bat  nlao  as  a  ttootiej  place, 
r.  ti.c.attT,  fu'J  a  dr/lr  e-  t^ca.  tbe  .--i,  ..'^on  of  a  concrete  floor  to  the  rear  trac¬ 
kers  and  LiUhon  bunV.era  t.xaod  graifiy  la  rviliov.Ug  what  had  previously  been  a 
serious  oanitaLion  hazai-d, 

b.  With  the  iMproTiKl  factlltle:;  on  -che  ftre.  laues,  the  occioion  to  koop  xhoa 
open  thronyhort  the  inor.json  eeruixn  ri  tiiuo,  Tuin  placed  fa^sat  inrx,rtr-nce  on  Jcala- 
tilnln,?  a  lard  route  of  reirjpuiy.  .''y  iha  end  of  •i’At,  »  cinple  loca,  fajj-wc^thex* 
road  was  throv.-;h  to  each  of  tho  f^ro  lisja.  Dy  the  onset  of  'the  Hoce<K>na,  these 
loads  had  bc..u  upsradiKi  to  tliigi-i  .'ia-.x,  aH-wcnthcr  iX’S^de, 

c.  In  addition  to  fiOl  cocibat  ovr.aD’t,  thv  'j'/oXti  dnf/inssr  Pattalion  (llTBobilo) 
of fc-'ctlvely  aliiod  tlia  locil  popxuac'.i  cuvlat  tljo  ov.tjir.olve  floodln,.  of  otrly  Hovese- 
bor  19'70.  Iho  battalion'*  olr.  ibsion  uiiilorB  and  'i4  paeviMitio  assault  raft*  wore 
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used  to  resupplj  wot^  th&n  thre«  thotuuad  people  with  food  aad  eraeuate  aoi  addi¬ 
tional  712  fxoa  li&adated  areas* 

7.  (U)  Aviation  Support. 


a.  Aviation  Support  to  G7H  Forces.  Over  22,000  fll^t  hours,  representing 
11  peroent  of  the  division  total  flight  tlae  for  the  period,  ware  flown  in  support 
of  tactical,  or-eratloas  of  the  lot  Infantrr  Edvioion  (AHVh)  and  the  258th  Vlotnaai- 
ese  Karlno  EJrlgade,  Vlie  najorlty  of  this  support  was  tactloal  in  nature  and  oon- 
alsted  of  coibat  asoaulta,  critical  roaupplj  of  conbat  units  in  the  field,  and  re¬ 
supply  of  r.sdiun  and  hlch-threat  fire  bases.  I’ho  espertiao  provided  by  the  101  st 
Airborna  Division  (Airnobila)  li.aiaon  officers  ascigned  to  the  Ist  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion  (AnVTi)  and  the  25.'jth  VietnaKcao  Marine  Brlcade,  facilitated  responaa  to 
Immediate  requirements  and  the  conduct  of  coordination  of  alxnobilo  operations. 


b.  Tactical  Resupply  of  Hifli-Threat  Fire  Eases,  llie  intense  ground-to-air 
enony  fire  crpsrioncsd  by  ali-craft  conducting'  rocrarply  of  high-threat  fire  bases 
such  as  rJPCC.lD^  O'HDILI^Y,  EAiu.E'n,  and  FtTLT.KR  reveled  the  nocesslty  for  pro¬ 
tection  of  C.'t-47  atreraxt  in  e?:casB  of  that  norrally  provided  by  eooort  gunshlps. 
Planning  for  thane  ntsaloufl  follovcd  t>ie  cnae  noquonce  as  prcacrltod  for  oombat. 
assaults.  Artillery  fires  wore  p1n.uac^d  along  all  approach  routes  on  htovn  and 
suspected  enecy  loc.atlGns.  AHA  and  FAG  aircraft  ercorted  the  CU-47s  at  altitude 
to  provide  tupproesivo  fixes  or  eiig.iro  tarpjota  pr‘<'.c:ontin,?  a  threat  to  the  pro- 
g'xcES  of  the  t-ircrau'i.  &.;r.:'hip3  escorted  the  0.1-478  over  predasignatod  routes 
into  and  out  of  tb.e  fire  lir-OE.  ‘i'?&  approach  end  erlt  routes  were  ebrngod  fre¬ 
quently  and  tins  Intervale  botuocn  co/iios  vero  vurlcd.  L/  deploying  this  pro- 
couuro,  tVis  division  ai.i-cruft  cnoooijci'ully  Kupjplicd  fire  baoes  in  clooa  proxii*- 
ity  i-o  e.’.“/"'7  i~irc;‘‘!}  vui.-l.e  L'uots.mtr.g  r.vuurm  a'.v.v oo  ires  groxnd  firo.  vnis  pro- 
coluxo  wuc  !.o  uocssruVJ.  vn.t  the  Vo.c'.iccl  roxupply  of  Fire  Ihae  FJUJul  \raa 
routinely  t.cccupllr.hool  under  radio  clloncs. 


0.  Taotic  il  Uoathor  Iv.porting,  To  provido  a  continuous  weather  proflJ.o  of 
the  dlvlcic’:  urea  cf  or '.r;  tlnn,  tj'.:  ui.r'.ciou  r-ut'iflr..'iero  ucxo  trained  ly  the  US  Air 
Forcei  wtatLer  pcrconrol  in  the  funl;'.>'-int.ala  oir  uaau.htir  obr-orvitlon  and  T'c.portin.jf. 

A  vr-ather  r’-.-o'.'ting  .. /r,  vas  catH.li).i.'.'>r  d  •inrciVi-'h  the  42,  101  nt  Aviation  Group  (Cosi- 
Uit)  (Air^Mlj),  conirolling  bfiacriU-artcrB  for  u'uo  patlifln:.?  olouontffl,  to  the  02 
wfinthcr  o ■.'fir :i..  ]vit ./ifini’irn  ntnt'ouad  on  each  fire  taos  reported  hcrurly  tbo  cxlct- 
Icg  wciather  <.oi''‘itior;u  at  thuir  rocf-ic-uivo  loc.ticua  throupjeout  the  dlvicion  area 
of  oporstlon.  Da  mrpir..r.;L  wix.tl'ci*  d  ;y!i  r.  rir-a  was  ou "icented  ly  vc.rthor  check 

aircraft  l^ijncacu  by  ti;c  o,:;cuu.a.  be]  pv:,r  bo.  ;ix>rv;!  and  vhe  air  C'.volry  sqiu'.d- 
ron  to  e'lo  f:  tboir  cxc'js  of  uperiiidere,  Zy  •;-rovi'’lti.^  cr^xrosit  r.’dabhor  to  aviators 
tha  nunbar  of  airovuit  op-'.cittrg  3.n  r.-r^.n-xA.  wer-iupr  van  oontrol.lod,  reducing  the 
pi-obability  of  -J.d*-air  tollislocw. 


d,  Cwntat  t/oathor  lilrij  na.  To  rroviuo  co/  'xrdore  and  i.viyitors  n'ith  guidance 
for  operation!:  dcxl-cp  iTar,.'.' c-al  o.n.di;  i  r.T..a^  c-.vlv...t  vvather  ap.-'llc-'-ble  to 

oil  unit.a  r  j  ul  or  .a  1 1 c-ao-d  to  iJ:'!  o.i'': -.vir-n  iMbll.b.vv-u.  A  i.ar  ,  a:.’/  of  theso 

ndulrauiLO  ie  t. »  h.b  A.  On'.'.’)  a  ecus  to:';'';!  to  oixro.tlry  vilhiu  vl'on*  p':rYuotr'rB,  co:»- 
rupdftro  fM;d  avJ.'ifo.i  c  T'J.a'  ;".!  p.r  j  tufuly  o/x/cuted  rdBSjona  vivh  i2l.nluua  cozw 

fusion  a;id  tiy.i.^ht'onous  of/ort. 


0.  lon-.'-'ivlsionn.l  Aviation  Support.  Cinco  tJiO  dlvlelon  is  the  only  unit  in 
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Northern  MllitAzr  Region  I  with  aa  aviation  geoccal  aapport  eapabilll^,  folly 
24*8  percent  of  the  10lst  iTiatlon  Grot^  flight  bonra  vera  devoted  to  eiq>port 
of  noiwdivisional  unite. 

f.  Conversion  of  the  CB>47  Snper  C  Aircraft.  On  16  Sapteobeor  1970,  27 
CH>47  Super  C  alrcruft  with  T55~L.II  enginss  were  grounied  pendiss  sodlHoation. 
This  repreeented  52  percent  of  the  nedlua  and  heavy  lift  eapabllltj  of  the  divi¬ 
sion.  An  extensive  nodiflcatlon  progra*  vaa  initiated  on  15  Octotsr  1970  ty  03AEV 
and  converelon  to  C3-47C  01x0:011  was  coBpleted  on  16  Hovad>eT  1970.  During  this 
period,  the  division  continued  to  perfora  its  operational  Blssion  vithout  Inters 
mption.  The  dlrlslon  was  augnontad  ty  a  platoon  (4  flyahle  CE-47A  aircraft)  from 
XXIV  Corps  aasats  during  the  conversion  period. 

8.  (U)  Training. 

a.  Battalion  Refresher  Training,  A  7-day  prograa  for  battallou  refTeehar 
training  was  Ini'^lat-rd  on  12  May  19TO.  This  prograa  provides  2  days  for  troop 
Eoveoent  (the  flrot  and  last)  and  5  doys  for  the  conduct  of  training  and  recre¬ 
ation.  dacpanles  arc  rotatod  for  1  day  st&iid-douiifl  at  Fagle  Beach  coring  the  5- 
day  trtiluicv  po-lt  ■'Jowiu-:  for  1  dry  of  racreatioual  stund-down  and  4  days  of 
training  for  each  co^  my,  it'.ring  the  4  drys  of  training,  9  hours  of  dlvlaion 
nandatniy  oubjeot-s  ere  presenirod.  Infantry  battalions  nonaally  eordnot  refresher 
training  evkury  50'-6C  d'ya.  Thtu  froqncncy  of  training  enables  nore  offoctlvo  in¬ 
tegration  of  rcplacoontfl,  correction  of  unit  tactical  uaaknassss,  and  inplouen- 
tatioa  of  leoaotifl  Icamsd. 


b,  I)ifa£<ion  I'rataing,  The  di'rteion  began  receiving  Infuelon  personnel  froii 
other  CO— i'5UiuB  fo'.*  'hffr * uii-ty  at  Ihvylt*  Traju— 

Ing  Sclioul  (Si;.'?TS)  cn  2  uoptenbrj*  1970.  Tiio  objective  of  tiio  1b  to  pro¬ 

vide  .■l3i;;t'rar:tjoa  lu  thone  arca^  i!-at  nxe  required  to  attain  a  tAxir.r*  deyroo  of 
coribat  p.T-fioi^jnc.y  in  almobllt-.  or, orations,  A  couraa  of  12V  hours  pro^Fince  for 
rapid  Iniootplnatiou  ned  early  uv.iiiaation  of  experienced  paroonnol. 


c,  G7ii  Torrltorlcl  "orceo  Tmlnlr^. 

(1)  l>iirlng  OpiTAtlon  lllXCi  LTiH,  22  xotiilo  tmlnlng  toaas  end  ojts  dedicated 
battalion  conductive  an  Intcneiiir-i  tralalr?  pj-ograa  for  the  tcJTitcrixl  forces 
in  Thua  hhira  Provincs,  Tho  concept  of  r5''/loy.’‘cat  of  lufa  vas  ch*'’ii)."4d  on  19  Hay 
1970  to  tho  tccbulcuc  of  oi>-ihj/-’opot  ccrvcctious  daring  the  conduct  of  eperatlooB 


as  tbo  priinry  liu;ir;;trLion 


IV-rrml.  clccocn  vnro  ru’enentod  ouly  nr.on  re. 


quest  for  the  epociilc  Icstxuct.ion  dci^ired  b/  Ci'TH  offiolalc.  All  lilfg  opomted  in 
close  coord Inatlon  viih  the  dii-iiic't  chief  and  district  senior  adv}.C3r  to  Idontiiy 
vfiaknosars  aud  oorroctlvTj  Rovioc  in  an  effort  to  up'  rahe  the  couhat  offec- 
tiveneos  of  ths  tirritorial  forc^  .c,  The  division  T-radiualy  roJneod  its  GVJ  tralo- 
Ing  progrer,  e.ud  c’i^i'.nttnucd  fe::'u;ojv»5nt  ci'  t'ls  dexUnatoi  battalieu  tvglanlng  on  24 
August,  ry  SpcoEbiyr  '1970,  nil  wtxo  do-'cctlvEtod  and  replaced  I?/  newly  foraed 
MAC7  Mobile  Advicory  'xcoiaa  (iiATe), 


TABS 

A  —  CoJtbnt  Weather  JIlniHusiB 
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The  following  wtathor  winlroa  v»r«  nppzDYod  Mf  tte  Coontadlac  Gtnml  2  bet 
70  for  *1 1  alromft  aaslgned  or  attached  to  the  101  at  Aha  IIt  (iabl)« 

1,  Routine  nlsalonai 


a.  flat  terrain. 

Ihqr 

Kigbt 

Single  ahip/gtm  taaa 

300/i 

500/1 

Multi-ahip 

500/1 

1000/1 

b.  Hsuntalnoua  terrain.* 

Single  ahlp/gun  team 

500/1 

1000/1 

Haiti- ship 

500/1 

1000/1 

Combat  easential  cisaionat 

a.  Hat  terraiu 

200/i 

300/1 

b.  MsuntaisoTLS  terrain 

200/1 

500/1 

Tactical  eiwrEeacr  alssiona: 

So  veathor  BiniaoBS 

All  CIH54  inlssio'js,  C34^  sissions 

1500/2 

1500/2 

with  intomal  ptsaoogorss*^ 

tHiaiaixsa  apply  alor;^  fUj^t  routo  oad  above  highest  obataele  to  Inolsde 
sufficient  lateral  separation  to  pcrAit  tura. 

**Gun  escort  and  gece;^  offioar  approTcl  is  required  when  these  ■Inliaffis 
canzK>t  be  met. 


Tab  A 
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1,  LCOISTICAL  CPKS/.TIOlo:  a.  All  clf-rr.op  of  supply  w^e  dl8tribut«d 
ae  far  forvard  a;,  poijriblo  by  grour.d  transportation,  which  reaultad  in 
the  rest  efficient  use  of  aircnift.  During  the  northeast  aonooon,  a 
minlniuia  of  five  days  of  class  I,  IH,  and  V  supplies  are  loaintaiaBd  on 
all  flrebasos  accessible  by  road  and  a  rririir.um  of  10  days  are  calntained 
on  flrebases  accessible  only  by  air.  Additionally,  all  units  operating 
away  fron  firebasec  cair.tain  a  ninlttun  of  two  additional  daye  of  rations 

'■and  sniall  ams  amainitlon,  hfeny  coinr«ndars  found  it  praotlcal  to  eetab- 
lish  cache  sites  fror;  which  tbo  coEpanios  could  resupply  during  periods 
of  marc^nnl  flying  weather, 

b.  During  the  past  eight  months,  a  narked  ir.provenent  has  been 
reali?.ed  In  nalntenance  within  the  divisior  .  The  implemantation  of  the 
following  programs  has  resulted  in  a  lower  deadlina  rate  and  a  more 
efficient  cBintertince  managenent  program  throtighout  the  dlviaion. 

(1)  All  battalion/saparato  company  connanders  receive  a  tochnioal 
assiotanco  visit  (TAV)  within  two  months  after  assunption  of  conimnd. 

The  purposes  of  the  visit  are  to  identify  early  any  naintenanco  probloma 
or  weakjxjsses,  and  to  assist  them  in  improving  their  nalntenance  pro¬ 
gram,  The  to^  remains  with  the  unit  as  long  ae  la  required, 

(2)  In  addition  to  the  TAV,  the  division  has  established  PLI.AAIHS 

contact  teams  that  travel  daily  to  present  classes,  on  the  job  instruc¬ 
tion,  and,  if  necessary,  assist  in  the  establlshBent  of  affective  laain- 
tonance  systeias.  Tlie  overall  concept  is  to  assist  and  train  maintexw 
anco  perceruiel,  not  to  inopoct  or  harass  thorn.  This  prograo  Las  raducod 
tho  I'pscv#  cf  O', usv Ct  ,/crsc«,itti>l  ous  i/U.A.o,*CG # 

2,  forward  SUi'ROAT  CPsRATIGfB:  Support  of  tho  bi'igados  was  acccnpllahod 
by  tiiQ  tliree  DlSCCii  Forw^ird  Sor\'i.co  Support  Elements  (FSSS),  opsratlng  In 
direct  suptiort  fron  tiie  t’irco  combat  bases.  Each  FSSS  conaolj.cn.ted  logia- 
tical  transportation  requirorjcnts  for  tlio  brigades  and  operated  the  logia- 
tioal  hclirads  in  e-uch  brigade  area.  Tisis  area  sup.  ort  IncluioJ  loglotlcal 
missions  in  oupjwrt  of  tka  1st  Iri'antry  Mvj.olon  (Ai'.V2.')»  Carve  artillery 
units  on  ARVN  fii'cb.'icos,  and  elements  of  ti.o  let  Brigade  (Mech),  5*^  Infan¬ 
try  Division. 

3,  Et-EivlEKCY  AERIAL  RdSLIhLY  SESTEK:  An  asrial  resupply  systora  has  been 
tostod  and  is  now  ovjeratlonal  by  wriich  fimo’oJices  and  unite  In  the  field 
can  bo  resupplied  diu-Lmg  ijiclamcr.t  wt-athor.  Individual  1,000  pound  bvtadlfio 
can  bo  di-oppod  with  a  rcefod  p'-.rachuto  which  opens  just  prior  to  Ijapact, 
provldirg  an  accur.ato  delivery  wsana.  This  oyatoa  is  currently  ftvallabl# 
for  co.mbat  ersrgoncy  resupply  v.han  logistical  hellcoptor  operations  ore 
rostrlctfjd  as  a  re  suit  of  advorco  weather  conditions.  Thli  oyntaa  %»b 
used  initially  in  an  smorgency  drop  on  3  October  1970  and  waa  highly  auo- 
cossful. 
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4.  LOGI^'TiaL  Traa  H17  1970  through  Dwumter  1970,  logistical 

inprovBnente  in  the  division  wore  achieved  through  reflofiBact  of  nanagenent 
procedures.  The  foUoulng  paragraphs  sumoarlao  sallaot  featuras  of  DISCCM 
operations  during  this  period. 

a.  426th  Supply  and  Sorvloe  Battalion  (Almoiblla). 

(1)  Class  I  -  The  total  tonnage  of  olaoe  I  Issuad  for  the  period  was 
26,9^  SA  (Tab  1).  The  dowiaaird  trend  frco  3,^7  in  September  to  2,839 
in  Oecanber  resulted  primrily  from  the  change  in  weatbef  and  a  reduotlon 
la  loe  consumption. 

(2)  Class  II. 

(a)  Average  denand  aeeoigffodatlon  for  tha  period  nae  76.9$  (Tab  2). 

The  current  Authorized  Stocknge  List  of  935  Itesa  allova  for  intensive 
aanagement  of  a  reasonable  number  of  items.  Tha  favoz^bla  trend,  which 
began  in  August  1970,  relates  to  a  major  revision  of  the  iSL  to  include 
addition  of  high  demand  items  to  tbs  authorised  etookage  list. 

(b)  The  demand  satisfaction  average  for  period  was  65.8$.  The 
docllne  from  June  through  October  occurred  beoauae  of  a  reduotlon  in 
supply  response  by  snuportlng  dopota.  This  rsf  xtlted  froa  problaas  asso.. 
elated  with  the  transfer  of  reejonslbUities  from  tha  Haval  Support 
Activity,  Danang  to  the  Danang  Depot.  Sons  problems  are  being  solved 
and  more  timely  support  is  now  being  received. 

(c)  Average  authorizod  atockage  list  zero  balance  for  the  period 
was  42.2$.  The  increase  from  37.2$  in  Augxist  to  48.0$  in  September  was 
a  direct  result  of  the  ASL  revision  previously  dlscuaaed,  .  Tha  present 
downward  trend  is  due  to  tha  inci'ecsod  receipt  of  suppllaa. 

(3)  Class  III  -  The  total  tonrtige  issued  for  the  period  was  67,471  SA 
(Tab  3).  Tho  August  1969  peak  of  13,031  S/T  was  related  to  additional 
flying  hours  in  support  of  increased  tactioal  oparatlons.  The  decline 
starting  in  September  nr.d  continuing  through  Dacember  to  a  low  point  of 
6,639  sA  was  uttrituU'-bie  to  the  tactical  emplojinont  of  the  division 

and  reduced  fl'.n.ng  hours  renulting  from,  monsoon  weather.  Fuel  consuj.:p- 
Lion  remained  directly  pro  port,  ion  a  I  to  the  flying  hour  program,  as  JP4 
is  che  major  commodity  in  the  class  ill  area. 

(A)  Clas.s  IV  -  High  levels  in  May  and  June  were  due  to  a  concentrated 
effort  to  upgrade  the  quality  of  firebases.  The  high  levels  in  August  and 
September  reflect  a  firebase  improvement  program  which  was  undertaken  in 
preparation  for  the  monsoon  (Tab  4). 
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(5)  Class  V  -  Totul  issues  for  the  period  were  40,361  SA  (Tab  5). 

The  rather  steady  decline  since  >by  has  been  due  to  :?ore  stringent  con¬ 
trols  on  the  use  of  artillery  amunition.  The  only  break  being  during 
the  operations  at  Firebase  Ripcord,  and  support  of  operations  around 
Flrebase  C'Scilly, 

b.  801st  Maintenance  Battalion  (AirJnohile ). 

(1)  Automotive  operational  readiness  (GR)  -  The  ®  diuring  the 
entire  period  from  1  Vny  1970  to  27  Deceribor  1970  consistently  exceociod 
the  Uiv'vllV  ga'il  of  9G!<  (Tab  6).  During  one  wed:  in  August  1970,  an  out¬ 
standing  posture  of  98.1rt  waa  achieved. 

(2)  Arir/inent  operational  readiness  (Ot)  -  The  OR  trend  renainod 
abov'e  99. 8‘^  thrcu,~hout  the  period  (Tab  7).  Coniand  eniphaeis  reduced 
significantly  the  repair  ard  return  tine  intervals  for  night  vision 
devices  from  Sacra'-ento  Ancy  Depot.  Pror.pt  eviouatlon  of  unserviceable 
weapons  and  intensive  raanagenent  of  float  assets  aided  in  nnintainiag 
outstanding  CR  within  the  division  artillery. 

(3)  electronics  opcr-ational  readiness  (OT.)  -  The  OR  trend  rerAincd 
constantly  above  96^  during  the  period  because  of  an  expanded  DSU  repcir 
capability  using  round-the-clock  operation  (Tab  8).  Expedited  repair  of 
AK/PiS  5  radars  was  accomplished  through  comrand  anphf-sis,  .mnagenant  by 
exception,  and  twenty-four  hour  a  day  nainten-nce  operation. 

(A)  Supply  perforr.Knce  -  During  Uiis  period,  a  major  revision  of 
the  repair  parts  supply  system  was  t.vida.  The  authorized  stoctege  list 
wag  reduced  from  6,125  lines  to  3,337  lines.  Project  Fill  procedures 
were  also  used  to  identify  critical  A3L  zero  balances  to  tho  baclcup  depot 
system.  A  one  tin^  fill  or  kill  project  on  zero  balance  items  and  a 
complete  inventory  produced  outstanding  rcsudls. 

(5)  Supp]y  tranfvactions  -  Supply  indicators  such  as  demand  satis¬ 
faction  and  zero  balance  percentage  renainnd  favorable  although  a  large 
volune  of  technical  supply  transactions  occurred  during  the  period  (Tab  9). 

c.  32tth  Medical  Eiattilion  (Ain.'obilo ), 

(1)  The  patient  work  load  of  the  four  organic  medical  conpunias 
consisted  of  the  fol lowing  major  categories: 

(a)  Routine  outpatlant/aickcal  1  rAtients  on  an  area  basis  for  units 
which  lack  organic  Twiiical  s'upport  was  conJuctjd,  There  wore  a  total  of 
24,797  pfitients  treated  for  dlseasas  and  injuries. 
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■  (b)  Cf  these,  2,640  were  adnitted  to  the  wsird*  for  stabilisation 

and  returned  to  duty  or  ewcuated  further  through  medical  channels*  A 
total  of  1,279  patients  were  evacuated  during  the  reporting  period. 

/  ■  .  ,  V' 

(c)  The  greatest  number  of  patients  admitted  ai^  patients  seen 
occurred  during  the  months  of  July  and  August.  '  During  this  period 
the  lOlat  Airborne  Division  (Airmobile )  conducted  operations  in  the 
area  of  Granite,  Henderson,  Ripcord,  and  O'Reilly  (Operation  TEXAS  . 

“STAR).  A  total  of  47320  pAtients  for  July  and  4,281  patients  for 
August  were  seen.  Of  these,  434  patients  were  admitted  for  July  and 
318  patients  were  admitted  for  August  and  a  total  of  299  patients 
were  evacuated.  (Tab  11) 

(2)  The  326th  Medical  Battalion  (Airmobile)  has  an  Air  Ambulance 
Platoon  organic  to  its  TO&S.  Twelve  (12)  UH-IH  helicopters  are  assigned 
to  the  platoon  and  all  Aero>4Iedical  Evacuation  for  the  lOlst  Airborne 
Division  (Airmobile)  is  accomplished  by  Eagle  Dustoff.  During  this 
reporting  period,  a  total  of  1,321  Aero-Miadical  Evacuation  missions  were 
conducted.  A  breakdown  of  the  category  of  patients  is  as  fol^ws : 

(a)  Urgent:  696  or  53>6  of  the  total  missions,* 

(b)  Tao  Urgent:  190  or  of  the  total  missions. 

(c)  Priority:  219  or  11%  of  the  total  missions, 

(d)  Routine;  216  or  16^  of  the  total  missions,  ' 

•51?  oT  the  Urgent  and  Tac  Urgent  were  hoist  ndsaions, 

(3)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  division  medical  svgjply  averaged 
a  92?  rate  of  fill  on  requests  for  medical  supplies. 

d.  5th  Tranaportation  Battalion  (Aircraft  Kalntananca  and  Supply) 
(Almobila)  -  The  aircraft  raaintanance  and  supply  posture  of  tlie  division 
has  steadily  Improved.  Aircraft  availability  for  the  montl:s  of  May  1970 
through  December  1970  has  ranged  from  81%  in  May  1970  to  a  high  of  86,1% 
in  November  1970,  with  an  overall  monthly  average  of  84.4%  (Tab  10 ).  A 
major  factor  in  mintalning  this  high  availability  has  boon  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  intensive  management  procedures  for  maintenance  and  simply.  Of 
particular  si|nificanco  is  the  handling  of  "not  operational  ready  for 
supply*'  (HORS)  re  uiremjnts.  'hban  on  aircraft  is  in  a  IKBS  status,  the 
5th  Transportation  Battalion  (Aircraft  Maintenanoa  and  Supply)  (Airmobile) 
makes  intensive  efforts  to  locate  and  expedite  the  delivery  of  critical 
repair  parts.  Also,  a  significant  factor  in  re-intaining  and  improving 
the  division's  availability  has  been  the  steady  improvement  of  CH-47  avail 
ability.  Significant  Improvemonta  In  naintonanco  and  supply  managonont 
at  the  aviation  unit  level  have  been  principle  reasons  for  this  rate  of 
availability. 


e.  Transportation. 

(1)  Duiijjg  CT  70,  throa  aignificant  troop  novenents  were  conducted 
for  special  events  at  Camp  Eagla.  In  April,  anproximatoly  8,000  troops 
ware  transported  to  Camp  Eagle  for  Easter  serviooB.  Again,  In  August, 
approximately  12,500  personnel  ware  transported  for  the  Miss  America 
USO  Show.  Finally,  in  December,  approximately  18,000  personnel  were 
traneported  for  the  Bob  Hope  Christisis  Show, 

(2)  Air  Transportation. 

(a)  Passengers.  The  division  processed  an  average  of  3,273  incom¬ 
ing  passengers  and  an  average  of  3,259  outgoing  passengers  por  rxinth. 
Hovever,  both  incoming  and  outgoing  passengers  increased  by  about  21% 
during  the  last  quarter.  This  was  primarily  due  to  the  influx  of  reolaro- 
nanta  from  units  deployed  from  Vietnam,  the  early  relsases  of  DiROS  per¬ 
sonnel,  and  the  new  14  day  Isave  program  that  was  initiated. 

(b)  Air  Cargo.  The  division  received  an  average  of  147  tons  of 
aircraft  oarts  monthly  which  arrived  at  Phu  Bai  Airfield  on  a  daily 
Bpacial  Mission  Airlift  Raqulroniant  (ShWl).  la  addition,  an  average 
of  37  S/T  of  other  critical  cargo  was  received  monthly  by  air.  There 
vo.a  no  elgnif leant  change  during  the  year.  Retrograde  air  cargo,  which 
was  99%  aircraft  parts,  raflooted  approximately  86  SA  po*  month. 

(3)  Wheeled  Vehicles.  The  Movement  Control  Center  (^CC),  DISCOM, 
monltorod  the  utilization  of  10,576  whaaled  vehicles  during  the  year 
for  a  monthly  average  of  876  per  mnih.  Vehicles  noaltorod,  moved  an 
avei^ga  of  5,970  S/T  of  cargo  and  16,463  passengers  within  the  division 
area  per  month.  However,  the  last  six  months  showed  an  overall  increase 
of  20%  molnly  due  to  the  Kiss  Araarica  and  Bob  Hope  shows. 

(4)  Helicopters  (Logistical).  The  b^cvemant  Control  Center  (KCC), 
DISCCi'i,  monitored  the  utilization  of  1,463  logistical  oorties  por  month 
to  resupply  division  firebasos  during  calendar  year  1970,  with  an  avari’o 
of  5,120  SA  month  being  airlifted.  The  trend,  however,  indicated 
more  favorable  conditions  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  A  dacreaso 
of  approxiiintaly  15%  was  noted  during  the  last  r  mrter  dua  to  an  increaso 
of  marginal  flying  conditiona  and  increased  emphasis  on  the  use  of  land, 
lines  of  communication  (LOG). 

(5)  Sea  Transportation.  The  division  received  approximately 
16,800  SA  of  cargo  through  the  Tan  Ramp  facilities  during  the  calen¬ 
dar  year  1970,  During  October,  Kovember,  and  December,  the  averago  ton¬ 
nage  received  aliost  doubled  that  rocoivod  during  the  farecoding  months. 

This  increase  was  largely  due  to  the  receipt  of  hoavy  buildir43  materia] 3, 
whoelad  vehicles,  and  ea-jipmat  laterally  transferred  from  the  4th  Infantry 
Division.  The  Military  Sealift  Command  has  recently  expanded  tl.eir  capa¬ 
bility  to  provide  increased  service  for  Military  Region  I.  This  expanded 
capability  should  enhance  the  logistical  posture  of  the  division. 
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6.  RETRGQRADB:  The  division  initiated  an  intensive  retrograde  program 
to  elimimte  exoess,  non-essential  and  unserviceable  supplies  and  equip¬ 
ment.  The  following  data,  showing  the  dollar  values  of  supplies  and 
e--,uipin8nt  retrograded  during  the  period  from  1  September  1970  to  4  Jan- 
uairy  1971,  clearly  illustratea  the  success  of  the  program. 


RETROQRADS  PROGRAM 


Aviation 

Automotive 

General  Supplies 

SEP 

$5,636,&0A 

$679,200 

$245,254 

OCT 

6,804,765 

405,390 

327,855 

NW 

10,386,839 

388,959 

593,490 

DEC 

4,785,947 

539, '»59 

520,090 

JAN 

2,796,611 

115,414 

221,951 

lo-tal 

$6,561,258 

7,538,010 

11,36^,288 

5,845,796 

2,533,977 
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RSAOIKSS  -  C0»eAT  CMOS 


CIVIL  AFFAIRS 


1.  The  101st  Abn  Dlv  (/unbl)  has  the  ciission  to  cuppcrt  pacification 
activities  of  the  GVIJ  with  civic  action  projects.  The  division  sponsors 
nn  active  conniunity  relations  proGrai;;  and  provides  medical  training, 
assistance  and  support  to  Thua  Thien  Frovince. 

2.  Policy:  a.  .The  operative  principle  behind  IClot  Airborne  Division 
( Air.:iobile )  j.'ilitar>'  civic  action  \Yao  the  maxirdcation  of  Vietnamese 
pa.ticipatior;.  If  the  effort  to  build  a  nation  in  Vietnam  is  to  be  suc- 
ceoslYil,  the  people  must  detenrdne  taeir  0’.vn  needs  for  projects  and  bring 
then  to  fruition  vrith  thei:  own  sweat. 

b.  The  division  civic  action  program  is  founded  on  continuous  coor¬ 
dination  v.lth  province  and  district  oiflcials  coid  Vletnnnosc  i.dlitcry 
uidto.  Civic  notion  priority  lists  are  proposed  by  liaalct/village  chiefs 
and  recoiri'iended  lor  civic  action  by  district  and  province  cltLefs.  Sach 
proposed  project  is  screened  for  Village  Self  Development  and  GVD  fundin': 
to  avoid  duplication  oi  effoil.  Labor  for  each  pixjject  is  organized  tend 
supei’viced  by  district  officials,  and  inaxiinum  use  of  Viatnamese  transpor¬ 
tation  assets  and  mateilals  is  stressed. 

c.  To  execute  the  progrej,.,  each,  battalion  is  assigned  a  civic  action 
area  of  responoibildiy  and  ovc;-all  res  onsibility  for  supervising  projects 
witrdri  tliio  area.  The  battalion  civil  affairs  officer  (S5)  exercises 
staff  supcrvisioii  of  these  projects. 

3.  Acl'dcveccnts:  a.  Detv.-cen  1  J.’.ny  70  and  15  .Tan  71,  over  59,000  persons 

we/v  i.j.-eai.ed  at  i,u','.'(  .D.-..  asicse  1  s  were  hold  at  47  carefully 

selected  sites  at;d  were  even  noro  ir.'.rort:ait  ns  tcaciiing  vciiiclec  for  the 
Vietna;..ese  healt.i  workers  tlrn  as  heilin;  vehicles  for  the  patients.  Pre¬ 
sently  the  Vietmt.o.se  n.vc  couv.uctir.g  their  o'vn  independent  lli'jCAF  progm: 
i;.  five  rural  districts  and  in  -iuc  City. 

b.  fdri..r  the  cited  peiiud,  164  civic  action  projects  were  corriplctod. 
includin''  32  school;:.,  11  dispensaries,  four  -  .aricets  and  76  v/ells.  On 

1  :  a;,  197'-’,  i.>G  projects  wore  in  pi-opicns;  with  the  advent  of  .  ;onsoon 
weather  d5s  were  i..st;ucted  to  deiei'  pi-oject  Initiations  in  favor  on'  in¬ 
creasing  project  CO,  pletions.  'I'h.-re  aic  currently  67  projects  in  progress, 
including  six  scuools,  eight  dispensaries,  four  iiaikets  and  29  wells, 

c.  The  division  activated  a  Disaster  Delief  Coordination  Center  (DhCC) 
on  four  occarior:S  to  assist  in  saving  lives  of  people  threatened  by  flood 
waters  tind  typlif-on  conditions.  On  two  ol  these  occasions  division  air— 
brafi.  ilc.v  5*'6  sci'ties  employi:ig  22  CH— 470  and  49  UI*.— U'is.  Division  air¬ 
craft  fuid  boats  cv-cuated  6,6:3  of  t)ie  20,000  evacuees  caused  by  the  flood;-., 
fail  the  di’.'irion  received  a  citation  fi-o.Ti  the  President  of  the  Heiniblic 

of  Vi'-tnaia. 
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d.  In  order  to  preserve  and  enhance  VletnameBe-Ameriban  relations, 
a  comnunity  relations  prograin  which  stressed  understanding  and  knowledge 
of  local  cuetoms  and  history  was  encouraged.  An  integrated,  multi-faceted 
program  was  implemented  aquainting  troopers  with  the  history  and  customs 
of  )Ketnam.  fact  sheets  and  pamphlets  were  distributed  to  the  Individual 
soldier  iafoimlns  him  of  the  type  of  assistance  the  local  cltiaens  hhve 
provided,  citing  the  numerous  incidents  where  the  people  have  reported 
booby  traps,  mines,  bunkers  and  weapon  caches.  Division  personnel  volun¬ 
tarily  taught  classes  in  English  on  a  weekly  basis  during  their  off  duty 
hours  in  conjunction  with  the  Hue  Culture  Center.  The  division  band  pro¬ 
vided  mislc  instruction  and  concerts  at  the  Hue  Conservatory.  At  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  province  chief,  the  band  played  a  benefit  concert  in  Hue  City, 
the  proceeds  of  which  were  contributed  to  the  local  flood  relief  program. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  t/id-Autumn  Festival,  the  division  provided  approxL- 
mately  12,000  dependent  ciiildren  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  (aIlVN)  and 
Thua  Ttiien  Province  soldiers  with  gifts  of  candy  and  toys.  Our  efforts  In 
comnunity  relations*  have  cemented  film  bonds  of  understanding.  With  divi¬ 
sion  support  approximately  10,000  former  refugees  have  been  returned  to 
their  a;xcatral  homes,  l.'o  refugees  v/ere  generated  duriiig  the  period  1  V.sy 
to  the  present  as  a  result  of  combat  operations.  The  people  of  Thua  Thien 
Province  live  in  one  of  the  most  secure  and  politically  developed  provinces 
of  Vietnam.  Socio-economic  indicators  reflect  a  strong,  long-renge  favor¬ 
able  trend  in  this  area,  and  participation  by  the  people  in  elections  and 
territorial  forces  is  cause  lor  confidence.  The  success  of  these  programs 
indicates  that  the  people  are  interested  in  supporting  the  government. 

The  military  shield  of  the  division  and  its  activities  in  the  lowlands  pro¬ 
vide  the  opportunity  for  the  people  to  demonstrate  this  support. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL  OPSBATIONS 


1.  Polioy/ObjBctjLxee!.  HHe  divlBloD's  peychologlcal  operations  weri 
targeted  at  friendly,  hostile,  and  neutral  Vietnamese  groups  throughout 
the  area  of  operations.  The  goal  of  theae  operations  aas  to  inf luehc . 
the  attitudes,  behavior,  emotions,  and  opinions  of  these  groups  In  order 
to  gain  support  for  both  national  and  local  objectives.  Special  emphasis 
was  placed  on  ihoenlx,  pro-GVH,  rewarda,  rice  denial,  anti-VC/lIVA ,  end 
Chleu  Hoi  programs. 

2,  Operations/Achievement :  a.  Development  of  the  PSYOP  program. 
P8ycholo4,ical  operations  have  been  integrated  with  combat  operations 
against  the  NVA  and  VC  found  in  the  piedmont  and  movjitainous  areas  of  the 
province  and  have  been  employed,  in  conjunction  with  civil  affairs,  to 
exploit  pacification  and  anti-TC  campaigns  in  the  lowland  regions.  All 
operations,  regardless  of  terrain  o"  target  audience,  required  the  support 
of  major  units  within  the  division.  Organic  aerial  loudspeaker  systems 
peimitted  extensive  psychological  operations  in  the  mountainous  and  cano¬ 
pied  jungle  regions  of  ttie  province,  wlilch  are  inaccessible  to  ground 
teams.  The  system  gave  the  divialon  a  quick  reaction  capability  for  the 
rapid  exploitation  of  Hoi  Chanh  and  other  targets  of  opportunity. 

b.  Combined  operations  with  other  units  and  programs.  All  psycho¬ 
logical  operations  conducted  in  the  division  area  of  operations  were 
coordinated  v.dth  province  ISYOP  ageiiCios  and  the  05.  1st  Infantry  Division 
(AH'/n).  As  a  result  of  .such  close  team  work,  cany  :*:yOP  campaigns  were 
executed  as  combined  ope  I'm ions,  with  these  agencies  providing  their 
c-xpoiienoo  cr.d  intimate  Jir.o'.vlcdge  of  the  people* ^  their  customs  and  lan- 
gu.'ige,  wnilc  the  lOlct  Aon  Div  (Ambl)  contributed  aiimobile  and  propaga¬ 
tion  assets. 

c.  Effectiveness  of  PSYOP  Activities. 

(l)  Impact  on  IIVA.  NVA  ralliers  confinaed  that  allied  psychological 
operations  had  a  deleterious  effect  on  their  morale  and  combat  effective¬ 
ness. 

(?)  Imi'act  on  VC/VCI/VCS.  Approximately  75  peieent  of  the  Hoi  Chanh 
who  milled  in  the  province  possessed  the  PSYOP  leaflet  "Safe  Conduct 
Pass".  All  the  Hoi  Chanh  indicated  their  decision  to  rally  was  prompted 
by  reading  leaflets  or  hearing  PSYOP  broadcasts. 

(3)  Local  populace. 

(a)  Psychological  operations  support  of  tho  Phung  Hoang  (ihocnix) 
and  rewards  enmpaigns  has  been  very  .successful,  as  evidenced  by  the  volume 
of  reports  from  the  Vietnonese  people  concerning  VC  weapons  and  food  caches 
peraonnlitieo,  and  activities. 
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(b)  In  ccBnbmd  oparatlon*  with  Vletnaaeae  Infonwtion  Service  (m), 
audlOxYlevial  and  ground  loudspeaker  teams  accomplished  a  dual  mlaalon. 

While  Incoming  the  local  populace  ot  GW  and  eirlc  action  projects  that 
were  being  planned  or  had  been  completed,  they  have  also  Instructed  the 
VIS  cadre  in  the  operation  and  nalnteoance  ot  ground  loudspeaker  and 
audlo-tlaual  equipment. 

3.  Problems  Bxperienoed:  Sufficient  maintenance  faclUtiee  are  not  avail¬ 
able  to  provide  necessary  maintenance  support  of  the  A5/yiH-6  aerial  loud¬ 
speaker  systems.  Of  four  systems  assigned,  one  has  been  in  a  nonoperational 
status  since  13  Sep  70,  and  another  since  26  Dec  70  due  to  lack  of  repair 
parts  for  the  amplifiers  All-4254.  Repair  parts  are  not  readily  available  in 
country,  and  must  be  ehlpped  from  COIIUS  because  the  loudspeaker  systems 

are  Flasure  items. 

4.  Summary  of  psychological  operations:  Ry  ccmblning  PSVOP  assets  and 
oxpcrlenees  of  the  lOlet  Abn  Hv  (Ambl),  the  1st  Ir.fnatry  Division  (ARVf.'), 
and  the  province  agencies,  effective  exploitation  has  been  achieved  throughi- 
out  the  area  of  operations.  Psychological  operations  detracted  from  the 
morale  and  combat  effect! veneoe  of  the  liVA  and  VC,  and  denied  the  eneqy 
popular  support  of  the  people.  Combined  psychological  operations  served 

to  increase  the  confidence  of  Vietnamese  people  in  their  national  and 
local  government. 
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